
VOL. 1. Apri l  1936 NO. 5. 

In  the ear ly  days of 1936 Death sealed the l i p s  of one of England's 
beloved wr i t e r s  and one of her i l l u s t r i o u s  Freemasons. 

Rudyard Kipling, whose name is known t o  the limits of the Seven Seas 
of which he loved t o  mrite, was i n i t i a t e d  under circumstances which are a 
l i v i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t he  universal i ty  of Masonry, It is  recorded t h a t  when 
first he saw the "hieroglyphic bright",  t he  of f ic ia t ing  of f icer  was a Hindu, 
vhen he rras passed Fellov C r a f t ,  a Mohammedan, and nhen raised Master Mason, 
an Englishman. 

He has celebrated h i s  membership i n  a poem known t o  Masons everywkme 
"The Mother Lodge". He mas made a Mason i n  Lodge Hope and Perseverence No. 

as Secretary. 
782 under the  English Constitution and f o r  several years served h i s  Lodge 

When he l e f t  India, as correspondent f o r  the Allahabad Gazette, and 
f i n a l l y  se t t l ed  i n  England a f t e r  many :?anderings, he a f f i l i a t e d  v i t h  Mothep 
land Lodge No. 3861 i n  London and retained h i s  membership there  till the end. 

The Mysteries of Masonry made a deep impression on Kipling and inh is  
nork numerous al lusions to  the Philosophy, legends and r i t u a l  of the Craft 
may be found. Frequcntly ho epcaks boldly, a t  other times morc subtly and it 
i s  a d e l i a t  to  a Masonic reader t o  f ind some keen a l lus ion  :?hich conveys an 
cx t ra  meaning t o  h i m  but scrccned f r o m  the unini t ia ted.  

Probably h i s  most d i rec t  a l lus ions  arc i n  the poem first  re fer red  t o  
nnd i n  tha t  f i n e  short s tory "Tho Man Who Would Bo Kin&". In  h i s  l a t e r  rmit- 
in@, homver, vc f ind numcrous allusions to  Freemasonry thinly dis&uiscd a s  
tho "Janeites" and in  such volumcs as "Rewards and Fair ics"  TIC f i nd  bcauti- 
f u l l y  subt le  a l lus ion  t o  more than onc incident i n  our logcndary history.  

In  sp i t c  of h i s  imporieJism, mounting a t  times clmost t o  jingoism, 
Kipling m i t e s  f o r  a l l  mcn, but f o r  nonc morc thcn h i s  brothrcn i n  Froemason- 
r y  cnd cmong thom h i s  love of thc Frctorni ty  n i l1  keep h i s  memory ever grccn. 
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WAS IZAAK WALTON A MASON? 

Izaak TRalton was born i n  Stafford,  
England, August 9,  1593 and died Dec- 
ember 15, 1683, It i s  curious t o  
note  these dates,  a period tha t  i s  
par t icu lar ly  in te res t ing  t o  members 
of  the Craft ,  because it w a s  during 
t h i s  time tha t  Masonry assumed t h e  
speculative form i n  which it e x i s t s  
a t  the present time. For instance, 
Izaak Walton refers t o  Wy fr iend,  
Elias Ashmole, Esq.", and t o  h i s  
house "near t o  Lambeth, near London". 
It is  more than l i ke ly  t h a t  they wsre 
c lose  fr iends with much i n  common, 
Ashmole being a celebrated antiquary 
and an author, who was made a Free- 
mason on October 1 6 ,  1646, w i t h  sev- 
eral other gentlemen, and thir ty-s ix  
years afternards mentions tha t  he 
attended a lodge i n  London There he 
was the senior felloru. 

And then we may quote t h i s  par- 
agraph from "The Compleat Angler": 

"Piscator. Then first f o r  the an- 
t i q u i t y  of angling, of nhich I sha l l  
no t  say much, but only t h i s :  some say 
it is as ancient a s  Deucalion's f lood; 
others,  tha t  Belus, who was the  f i r s t  
inventor of godly and vir tuous recre- 
a t ions,  was the f i r s t  inventor of 
angling; and some others say ( f o r  for-  
mer times have had t h e i r  discpisitions 
about t he  ant iqui ty  of i t) tha t  Seth, 
one of t he  sons of Adam, taught it t o  
h i s  sons, and that  by them it was de- 
rived t o  poster i ty;  others say that  he 
l e f t  it engravsn on those p i l l a r s  
which he erected and t rus ted  t o  pres- 
erve the  bowledge of the mathematics, 
music, and the r e s t  of that  precious 
knowledge and those useful arts which 
by God's appointment o r  allowance and 
h i s  noble industry, were thereby pre- 
served from perishing i n  Noah's flood". 

Yes, i t  i s  very probable t h a t  ElJas 
sat i n  lodge Ashmole and Izaak Walton 

together. 

WHY ARE YOU A FREEMASON? 

How many brethren could give without 
hesitation, a clear s t ra ightfornard 
answer t o  t h i s  question, asks the Was- 
onic Nws", London. Fap, perhaps, could 
give as c lear  and i n t e l l i gen t  an answer 
as did H.R.H. the  Dulce of Sussex, Grand 
hIaster from 1813 t o  1843, through nhose 
e f f o r t s  the r i v a l  Grand Lodges of the 
Ancients and blcderns mere united,  thus 
forming the United Grand Lodge of 
England. Speaking at Sutherland, i n  
1839, he said: 

"If brethren, when they enter i n to  
t h i s  Society, do not r e f l e c t  upon the  
pr inciples  on which it is founded; i f  
they do not act  upon the  obl igat ions 
nhich they have taken upon thomselves 
t o  discharge, all I can say is t h a t  t he  
sooner any such individuals r e t i r e  from 
the  Order the be t t e r  it n i l l b e  f o r  t he  
Socioty, and the  more credi table  t o  
themselves. m e n  I first dotormined 
b ltdr myself v i t h  t h i s  noble inst i tut ion 
it vas a matter of very serious consid- 
erat ion v i t h  me, and I can assuro the 
brothron that  it nas a poriod when a t  
l o a s t  I had the ponor of no11 consider- 
ing the matter, f o r  it vas not  i n  the 
boyish days of my youth, but a t  themore 
maturo ago of tvcnty-five or tnonty-six 
years. I did not take it up as a light 
cnd t r i v i a l  ma t to r ,  but as a grave and 
serious concern of my l i f e .  I worked my 
m y  di l igent ly ,  pcssing through a l l  t he  
d i f fc ront  off ices  of Junior and Scnior 
Wardon, Master of a Lodgo, thon Deputy 
Grand Mastor, u n t i l  I f i n e l l y  closed it 
by tho proud s t a t ion  rrhich I hnvo non 
tho honour t o  hold. Therefore, having 
studied i t ,  having rcflcctod upon it, I 
know tho value of tho in s t i t u t ion ,  and 
may I venture t o  say t h n t ,  i n  a l l  my 
transactions through l i f e ,  the ru les  
and pr inciples  l a i d  dorm cnd proscribed 
by our Order havo been, t o  tho bost of 
my fccu l t i c s ,  s t r i c t l y  follonod. And i f  
I have bcon of us0 t o  Society a t  largo 
it must bc a t t r i b u t o d ,  i n  a erect  dogee 
t o  the impetus derived from Masonry." 

18. 
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MASONRY AND PEACE I 
"It i s  not by never ending confer- 

ences, which as a ru le  a re  nothing 
more than occasions f o r  diplomats t o  
wrangle and bar ter  one se l f i sh  inter-  
e s t  and another, but by the influence 
of mill ions of men throughout the 
world,who w i l l  not allow wars of se l f  
i n t e re s t ,  and whose influence is  s o  
strong t h a t  long before the  "cr is is"  
a r r ives ,  they, by the influence of  
t h e i r  mutual fellowship, can destroy 
the  r a c i a l  antagonisn mhich is  the 
sure breeding-ground of war. 

"This, then, i s  the Great A i m d  
Freemasonry i n  the Twentieth Century. 
If it succeeds, it may yet save the 
world; i f  it fails, no paper League 
of Nations can do SO." 

J. M. S. Ward - 
"Freemasonry: I ts  Aims and Ideals" 

I 

THE AIM OF MASONRY I 
The Aim of  Masonry i s  not t o  make 

"Disciples" nor t o  secure a fol loninE;  
of any cer ta in  system of thought, but 
ra ther  t o  make men masters of t he i r  
o m  r i g h t ,  capable of  discerning f o r  
themselves the  t rue  course t o  be fall- 
owed and strong t o  lead the nay, i n  
the  age-long progress of the race, t o  
t he  dimly discerned heights of en- 
lightenment. Masonry does not teach 
by means of explanation, but by pro- 
vocation t o  thinking. I t s  nork f o r  a 
man is  not done u n t i l  it has anakened 
him, aroused him, stimulated him t o  
seek f o r  the " l ight" ,  more l i g h t ,  fur- 
ther  l i g h t  f o r  himself, and u n t i l  it 
has inspired him rrith courage and re% 
olut ion t o  follov t h a t  l i g h t  wherever 
it m y  l e a d  him. 

- Masonic Nens 
1. 
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Do not keep the alabastar boxes of 
your love and tenderness sealed u n t i l  
your f r iends  are dead. F i l l  wir l i v e s  
with sweetness. Speak approving, cheer- 
ing words w h i l e  t he i r  ears can hear 
them, and while t h e i r  hearts can be 
t h r i l l e d  and made happier by than; t he  
kind things you mean t o  say when they 
a re  gone, say before they go. The 
flowers you mean t o  send f o r  t hecd f ins ,  
send t o  brighten and meeten t h e i r  horns 
before they leave them. If my f r iends  
have d a b a s t a r  boxes l a i d  avay, full of 
fragrant perPumes of sympathy and affec- 
t i o q v h i c h  they intend t o  break over my 
dead body, I mould ra ther  they mould 
bring them out i n  my weary and trouble3 
hours, and open them, tha t  I may be re- 
freshed and cheered by them m e  I need 
them. I would rather have a plain coff- 
i n  mthout  a f loner ,  a funeral  nithout 
an eulogy, than a l i f e  rrithout t he  meet- 
ness of love and sympathy. Let uslearn 
t o  annoint our friends beforehand f o r  
t he i r  b u r i a .  Post Mortem kindness does 
not cheer the troubled s p i r i t .  Floners 
on the coff in  east  no fragrance backvan3 
w e r  l i f e ' s  veary nay. 

FREEDCM 

Let no man fool ishly imagine tha t  
freedom having been once gained needs 1~ 
fur ther  defense. Every stuffed ba l lo t -  
box, evory crooked po l i t i c i an ,  evory 
move tonard sumptuary control by organ- 
ized fanat ic  minorit ies,  every blast  of 
honoyod propaganda intent on narcotizing 
the  public mind is  an assault  on l i be r ty  
none the l e s  t ru ly  becmsc it is subtle 
and indirect. The itlason's task i s  clear. 
He i s  tho norld's groat unflinching pro- 
tcgonist of freodom-frccdom of thought, 
frccdom of conscioncc, frccdom of o c t -  
intol l igont  frccdom, considerate f ree-  
dom, orderly freedom. 

R. A. Schvegler, 
Grand Orator, Kansas. 
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LODGE N O T I C E  

Through the  courtesy of the lodge 
sec re t a r i e s ,  I have had an opportunity 
of reading many hundreds of lodge no- 
t i c e s  and a s  a r e su l t  of my study t h e r e  
of I am disposed t o  offer a word o r  two 
of advice t o  some of the Masters, who 
appear t o  be i n  danger of  forget t ing 
tha t  what goes on in  t h e l d g e  is  of cut- 
standing import and that  the a f te r -  
programmes a r e  purely secondary. It 
matters not how eloquent a speaker i s  
provided nor how many enter ta iners  a re  
on the  dinner programmes, the Florship- 
f u l  Master has f a i l e d  i n  h i s  duty t o  
h i s  lodge unless he has put the best  of 
h i s  e f fo r t s  t o  the  great task of making 
Masons i n  t he  only place they can be  
made - a t  the a l tars  of Freemasonry. 
There i s  a place i n  Masonry - and a 
large place - f o r  social  mirth and- 
t e r t a i m e n t ,  but Masters should not 
l o s e  t h e i r  sense of proportion i n  t h i s  
matter. A Masonic lodge i s  an organiza- 
t i o n  unique a l i k e  i n  i t s  pol i ty ,  i t s  
ideas, i ts  dignity,  i ts aims and i ts  
methods of a t ta in ing  these aims. I sug- 
gest t h a t  we keep it so and tha t leas t  
of a l l  is it necessaiy i n  drawing up 
e i the r  our lodge Suwnonses of our so- 
c i a l  programnes t o  imitate  the methods 
of any other organization o r  i n s t  i t u t i a  

Proceedings- 
Grand Lodge of Canada 

i n  Ontario, 1934. 

- 
There i s  only one power, conscience 

i n  the service of just ice;  and there i s  
only one glory, genius i n  the  service 
of t ruth.  

- Victor Hugo 

ELECTIONEERING FOR OFFICE 

It has been asked i f  it is  proper 
f o r  a brother t o  s o l i c i t  support f o r  
e lect ion t o  an of f ice  i n  the Grand 
Lodge o r  a subordinate lodge or  t o  
allow brethren t o  s o l i c i t  f o r  and on 
h i s  behalf, 

Having spent some time looking up 
and reading w h a t  has  been said about 
this matter i n  other Jur isdict ions,  I 
found much comment on t h e  subject i n  
one place or  another. 

Vithout any hesi ta t ion,  we must say 
tha t  such practices are  not Masonic 
and should not be countenanced. A Elas- 
onic off ice  should come as a reward 
f o r  merit and f a i t h f u l  service and not 
as  a matter of po l i t i ca l  preferment o r  
as  a resu l t  of so l ic i ta t ion .  The priv- 
i l ege  of f ree ,  voluntary, and i n t e l l i -  
gent choice must always be the ru l e  and 
guide without electioneering. To a l l -  
ow such practice t o  continue m i l l  tend 
t o  create discord and ill feeling. 

Proceedings - 
Kansas 1935. 

LODGE FINANCES 

I maintain that  responsibi l i ty  f o r  
formulating and carrying out plans t o  
improve the f inancial  s i t ua t ion  of e 
lodge r e s t s  upon the Vorshipful Master, 
ra ther  than upon t h e  Secretary,  whose 
duty it i s  t o  receive, and not co l l ec t ,  
money due the lodge. 

Proceedings - 
Connecticut 1934. 

Li fe ' s  too in te res t ing  t o  dedicate 
i t  t o  one thing. 

20. 


