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There is a growing fee l ing  among thinking Freemasons tha t  admission t o  the 
Order i s  too easy and tha t  ne have dissipated our strength i n  mere numbers. 

True it is that the present apparent qual i f icat ions for admission t o  a 
Nasonic lodge are no more than a r e  required f o r  almost any organization of hon- 
e s t  men who demand integri ty ,  a b i l i t y  and willingness t o  pay h i s  way as the 
pr incipal  needs of the in i t i a t e .  

But Freemasonry demands more than in t eg r i ty  of character and a b i l i t y  t o  
pay. It demands high intel l igence,  a desire f o r  knowledge f o r  i t s  own sake and 
t h a t  type of mentali ty which can pract ical ly  in te rpre t  symbols in to  everyday 
act ion,  not only i n  the body of the lodge but i n  the day t o  day business of 
l i f e .  

Too many superlatively honest and kindly men a re  i n  our ranks with but a 
l imited idea of w h a t  Freemasonry is  trying t o  do and too many good men have 
passed through these ranks bored rrith endless repet i t ion of apparently i d l e  
ceremonies, f a i l i n g  t o  grasp the foundations of the personal and prac t ica l  
philosophy of l i f e  which the Masonic ritual s t r ives  t o  teach. 

Freemasonry i t s e l f  may be, a s  is a l l  too often the case, at  fault i n  f a i l -  
ing t o  properly in s t ruc t  i t s  neophytes, but if the material with which the 
teachers  must work is missing, the chances than lodge 
members i s  small. 

of Freemasonry i s  the endless confer- 
r i ng  of degrees, with only a l imited understanding of  what t hc  symbolism and 
language of these degrees are intended to  convey,it i s  snall wonder that event- 
u a l l y  these same members imbued with exactitudo of repe t i t ion  a s  thc  Pint%& goal 
of perfection, w i l l ,  as of f icers ,  control t he  lodge and unrrittingly dr tve from 
i t s  ranks those who have caught somcthing of the gleam. 

It seems, therefore, that "northy and well-qualified" s h a l l  require, not 
only s t e r l i ng  charactcr and vi l l ingness  t o  pay a material  p r ice ,  but the capa- 
c i t y  and intel l igcnce t o  absorb, dCPQlCp and use an ancient philosophy, and the 
a b i l i t y  t o  f ind i n  the hoary old ceremonios a r e t r c a t  t o  oternal  t ru ths  f a r  
from t h e  rampant matorialism of our age. I n i t i a t e s  might bc Toner, for such 
qua l i f ica t ions  a re  not givon t o  many, but of them is tho r e a l  Frcoassonry made. 

of making Masons ra ther  

With a group of members whose idea l  
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' ' X B N S T W  ORDINANCES FOR ----^- FNSON" 

The Fabric Rolls of the l i inster 
of York contain t h e  Ordinances f o r  
t h e  Nasons and other workmen of the 
s t ructure ,  of the years 1352, 1370 
and 1409. The masons had no share i n  
t h e i r  formulation. The Ordinacio w s  
imposed by 'the'Worshipful Chapter of 
t h e  Church of St. Peter  of York" and 
required tha t  t he  masons observe "the 
ancient usages...in t he  t rad i t iona l  
manner".The Master of the stonemasons 
i s  sworn t o  enPorce them, under pen- 
a l t y  of incurring t*Godvs malison and 
St. Psterfs. '? 

The following br ief  summaries, 
while having t o  do only with York, 
a t  three d i s t i n c t  periods, may be ac- 
cepted a s  typ ica l  of regulations f o r  
masons elsewhere i n  Ihgl i sh  estab- 
lishments and la rge ly  a l s o  on the 
Continent,more par t icu lar ly  i n  France. 

1352 - Work begins a t  sunrise 
and continues till t h e  ringing of t he  
b e l l  of St,Maryfs; then r e s t  i n  t he  
lodge u n t i l  the Itaster raps  at the 
door, when a l l  re turn  t o  t h e i r  labors  
till noon. Noonshen (midday mea1)in 
the  lodge. After  the repas t ,  the men 
may sleep i n  the lodge u n t i l  the  Viaas- 
t e r  o r  h i s  deputy wakens them t o  work 
till  first vesper bell.  Third ves- 
per  b e l l  i s  s ignal  f o r  more mrk,t i l l  
sundown.Noncompliance with thc ru les ,  
is punished by dismissal, the cul- 
p r i t  not t o  be re ins ta ted  except on 
promise under oath - a t  h i s  p e r i l  - 
t o  observe t h e  regulations punctil i-  
ously. 

1370 - Added t o  that no cement- 
a r i u s  sha l l  be hired u n t i l  he sha l l  
have been examined as  t o  the  quali ty 
of his  work and,mhen found sat isfact-  
ory, "He &al l  be sworn on tho Book, 
t ha t  according t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  ho w i l l  
observe and keep all. points of t h i s  

I 

ordinance, honestly and d i l igent ly ,  
without equivocation, grumbling o r  
deceit ,  i n  a l l  things which concern 
him, a s  long as he s h a l l  remain a 
h i red  stonemason at the  building of 
t h e  Church of St. Peter,  and that he 
w i l l  not qui t  work o r  leave without 
permission of the Uaster. Rhoever 
f a i l s  t o  observe t h i s  ordinance and 
v io l a t e s  it, against the w i l l  of the 
Chapter, sha l l  be struck by the curse 
of God and St. Peter". 

1409 - The masons a r e  designated 
as latomi, a Byzantyne term instead 
of the Latin Cementarii. None sha l l  
be admitted .to the  Lodge except by 
the sanction of the Canons and the 
XBster of the !7ork. The Master and 
Yardens (gardiani)  and the older mas- 
ons,must swear, under penalty of phy- 
s i c a l  suffer ing, to  be industrious and 
honest;should they observe collusions 
o r  a conspiracy among the workers, 
they sha l l  make prompt report  t o  t he  
Chapter. A Vicar is appointed super- 
v i sor  of the lodge (chaplainlwith the  
duty t o  be there  constantly. 

While or iginal ly  a cler ic-  sacri-  
s tan  or  monk - was the  supervisor of 
t he  masons i n  the lodge,i t  was order- 
ed i n  1345, a f t e r  an investigation of 
various complaints t ha t  no one except 
the Master of the Masons should in9 
t e r f e r e  with t h e i r  work, nor t o  em- 
ploy o r  dismiss, promote o r  demote. 
The Vicar appointed i n  1409, t o  sup- 
erv ise  the lodge appears t o  have been 
expected chief ly  t o  see that no t i m e  
o r  material  was wasted. But t he  pre- 
sence of such functionary i n  the 
lodge i n  monastic establishments on 
the  Continent, almost invariably im- 
p l ied  that  ho a l so  functioned as 
Chaplain. The point i s  r a t h e r  import- 
ant ,  a s  t he  nssmption appears t o  be 
Warranted that tho Ancient Charge8,as 
represented by the  Rcgius poem, were 
compiled by the  Chaplain of n mason's 
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lodge in e i the r  a monastic o r  cathed- 
ral comnrmnity. 

The number of hired masons appears 
t o  have varied between fo r ty  o r  fif- 
t y ;  but a s  St.Mary's of York had a- 
bout one-hundred-and f i f t y  l a y  bro- 
t h e r s  at  that time, the masons among 
themmay not be accounted for.  All 
were supplied by the  Chapter with 
tunics ,  gloves and wood-soled shoes. 

The regulations of 1352 and 1409 
those of 1370 were wr i t ten  i n  Latin, 

i n  t h e  English of that time. 

no different i -  
a t i o n  between a r t i s an  and artist.On1y 
t h e  work proclaimed it.They had the i r  
t r ad i t i ons  and customs, t h e i r  special  
f e a s t  days and a l l  that,which employ- 
ers might or  might not respect,though 
ecc les ias t ic  es tab l i shmats  as a ru le  
did.  Otherwise they enjoyed no fav- 
ors which were not accorded t o  other 
sk i l led  artisans a s  well. Nor were 
they exempt from being impressed f o r  
the  King's works o r  t h e  Bishop's, as 
sa i lo r s  were shanghaied within days 
of l i v i n g  memory. York Minster had t o  
send a messenger t o  Notti- t o  get 
back masons carr ied off t o  work on the 
King's c a s t l e  there. 

There was as yet 

The Master of Work o r  Master Ma- 
son, was accorded more consideration. 
He was frequently pensioned or  given 
employment a s  sexton, doorkeeper, 
guide, adviser, a f t e r  having reached 
the  age l i m i t .  

The York Ordinances of 1352 and 
1370 a r e  the  oldest known documents 
supplying idormation of the s t a tus  
of medieval masons i n  England. 

- Ossian Lang, 1934. 
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FRERvIASONRY AND F3XLOLWION 

(Freemasonry and Revolution 
by Bernard Fay. L i t t l e ,  
Brown ?G Co. New York.) 

Almost half way through the  twent- 
i e t h  century Freemsonry is  an insti- 
tu t ion  with apparently but l i t t l e  of 
t he  soc ia l  force it could use and did 
use a hundred and f i f t y  years ago. 

The s t o r y  of Freemasonry's par t  
i n  th ree  revolutions i g  simply but 
most capably to ld  ih t h i s  volume and 
even the most modern&inded Craftsman, 
when he has finished Mr.  Fay's march- 
ing  m a g r a p h s  must sigh f o r  these 
good old days when the Craf t , t i red  of 
cathedrals,  m s  building "that house 
not made with hands", the soc ia l  
s t ructures  of England, France and the 
United S ta t e s  of America. 

I n  h i s  forenord,Mr. Fay,in m a i n 0  
ta in ing  tha t  f a i t h  i n  the future ra- 
the r  than dumb reverence t o  t h e  past 
has directed the  p o l i t i c a l  and intel-  
l ec tua l  evolution of humanity from 
1775 down t o  t h e  present, speaks thus 
of Freemasonry's par t  i n  t rans la t ing  
tha t  f a i t h  in to  action: 

"This new f a i t h  i n  the fu ture  of 
humanity tha t  spread i n  the  eight- 
eenth century was not simply an ab- 
s t r a c t  f ac t  o r  a mental force.It be- 
came a social  force and a concrete 
f ac t  through the agency of Freemason- 
r y  nhich a t  once accepted it and ad- 
vocated it; the  great h i s t o r i c a l  im- 
portance of modern Freemasonry rev 
s u l t s  from t h i s  a t t i t ude  tha t  it took 
then and t o  which it has since con- 
s i s t en t ly  adhered. Thus Freemasonry 
has became the most e f f i c i en t  soc ia l  
power of the c iv i l ized  world. But it 
has been a hidden power, d i f f i c u l t  t o  
t r ace ,  t o  describe and t o  define.Con- 
sequently most h is tor ians  have avoid- 
ed t rea t ing  it seriously and g i v i n g i t  
due cre&i t ,Iv 
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The book i s  divided in to  three 
sections,  t he  Rise of Freemasonry i n  
Zngland,the spread t o  France and fin- 
a l l y  t o  t h e  United States. No c lear  
cut  divis ions a r e  made but l a t i c a l l y ,  
s t e p  by s tep,  Mr. Fay mrshals h i s  
mater ia ls  so tha t  t he  progress of t he  
Fra te rn i ty  and i ts  tremendous impact 
on a f f a i r s  of t h e  time is c lear lys ld  
a r res t ing ly  brought out. This is  a 
book which should be read by every 
Freemason and par t icu lar ly  by those 
who have grown weary of inaction i n  
the  f a c e  of mgui f icent  opportunity. 

As samples of t h e  author's s ty le ,  
a few paragraphs dealing with the  
me11 established h is tory  of Free- 
masonry i n  h g l a n d ,  follow: 

"The Guild of t h e  Masons, nhose 
prosperity and fame depended upon 
these cathedrals,  had enjoyed con- 
s iderable  prest ige and influence i n  
t h e  Br i t i sh  I s les .  It had never l o s t  
t h a t  power; i t  had known also hon t o  
make use of i t 4  Without a doubt i t '  
m s  or ig ina l ly  jus t  a guild and bro- 
therhood, a s  a l l  other Corporations 
of the Middle Ages; but,  a t  a period' 
when spocialized a rch i t ec t s  and pro- 
fcss ional  sculptors did not exis t , tho 
church-builders themselves, had t o  
have technical knowledgo,the pract ice  
and secrots  of which they warded 
carofuSly and transmitted from gc,. nor- 
a t i o n  t o  genorationb Some of t h e i r  
knowledge cmo  from France, some from 
I t a l y  and some from thc O r i c n t b  Tho 
bricklayors' tochniquo of the Middl0 
Agos m s  or ig ina l ly  t h o  croation of 
Mesopotamian ar t isans.  It cam0 t o  
Lombardy by way of  Syria, Byzantim 
and Favonna. The Lombardian Guild of 
Masons carriod it t o  all prts of 
Europe, building churches in  Gormany, 
France, h g l a n d  and even i n  remote 
Scandinavia. Byzantium, Syria and 
Pcrsia  a l l  con t r ibu ted to  the a r t  of 
cnthodmls. I n  regard t o  tho  basic 
pr inc ipa ls  of building, it secms t ha t  
Jewish science, vcry much advanced a t  
a cer ta in  period of 'tho Middlo A ~ o s ,  

played a considerable role. 

"Tho Masons, proud of t h a t  know- 
ledge csscnt ia l  t o  tho  pract ise  of 
t h e i r  profossion, jealously kept it 
t o  thmsolves. I n  t ho i r  eyes those 
socrots  assumed a sncrod character 
and tho mystic and magic qua l i t i o s  
they conforrod on t h o i r  procopts and 
t r ad i t i ons  crootcd a s o r t  of confusi 
ion i n  t h o i r  om minds, as woll as i n  
t he  minds of t he  public; which was 
ra ther  natura1,because each gui ld  and 
each chapter placed i t s e l f  under the 
protection of a s a i n t ,  who, i n  ex- 
change f o r  the re l ig ious  service held 
i n  h i s  honor, was expected to  grant 
individual support t o  h i s  f a i t h f u l  
worshippers. The l i tu rgy ,  the pro- 
fess ional  secrets  and the  esoter ic  
nature  of t h e i r  meetings s ta r ted  rum- 
ors and gossip whlch l a t e r  caused 
Frear@sonry t o  be envied, watched and 
f i n a l l y ,  t o  be considared dangerous 
by mazy, Fiowever,the Nasons were not 
t he  o d y  craftsmen f o r  whom such tra- 
d i t i ons  existed; very similar customs 
were t o  be found among the pr in te rs ;  
but the Masons had a more ancient and 
tircle-lioaored t rad i t ion  vhich had str- 
rrck %he pupular inlagination, They had 
er'en mamged t o  make fr iends among 
t h e  pmw;.ful. Many a nobleman and im- 
portant baron, curious about the sec- 
r e t s  of the Masons o r  desirous of 
persunally supervising the construc- 
t i on  of the bui1dini;s being erected 
fo r  h i m ,  o r  motivatod by the desire  
for in-brigue, had managed t o  become a 
member of the brothorhood. From the  
Middle Ages Freemasonry i n  England 
was a social  force, Through t h e i r  
technical secre t s  gathored from a l l  
corners of the globo, the glory ac- 
quired by tho i r  achievcmonts and the  
numbrous great pcople who had wished 
t o  be a f f i l i a tod  n i t h  that strong 
gui ld ,  t he  Masons held tremendous po- 
wer. It 

A. Me MI  
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CORONATION CFRETIIONIB 

The Grand Secretary has receiv- 
ed a l e t t e r  from the  Grand Lodge of 
&gland s t a t ing  they would l i k e  t o  
know i n  advance the names and Masonic 
rank of any members of lodges i n  t h i s  
ju r i sd ic t ion  who intend v i s i t i n g  Lon- 
don next year f o r  the Coronation of 
H i s  hlajeety King Mward V I I I ,  and also 
i f  possible  t h e i r  addresses when i n  
England, i n  order t ha t  through the mc- 
d i m  of the  Freemasons* Hal1,Lon- 
don, they may be brought i n  touch, if 
they so des i re ,  with English Mas- 
ons and Masonry. The Grand Secretary 
would be glad t o  know of any such 
brethren who have it i n  mind t o  at- 
tend t h e  Coronation Ceremonies. 

Th i s  courtesy on the part of the  
Grand Lodge of &gland should be 
grea t ly  appreciated by any Tho can 
take advantage of it. 

AN I R I S H  DRMA 

A Drama of an Ancient Lodge of 
Freemasons, Ireland, 1730,compiled by 
V.V. Bro. Ph i l ip  Crossle,Librarian of 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and Scc- 
r e t a ry  of t h e  Lodge of Research,C.C., 
Ireland, proved of unusual i n t e rc s t  
t o  those attending the Annual Moet- 
ing of D i s t r i c t  No.1 on October 24th. 

The play was presented by mem- 
bers from King George Lodge No.5P and 
depicted t h e  Entered Approntico Do- 
groe as worked i n  Ircland i n  l730.Tho 
cast portrayed tho work i n  an oxcel- 
l e n t  manner with a close at tent ion t o  
d c t a i l ,  and the colorful  costumcs,to- 
Gether with tho ccrunony i t s o l f -  so 
fami l ia r  yet so diffcrcnt--ippcd 
t h e  imagination of thoso prosent. 

Thc enthusiasm shown by tho gath- 
ering would indicate that  we sha l l  
hoar moro of t h i s  play i n  the ncar 
future. 

HUMOR VERSUS VDLGRRITY 

W i t  and humor a r e  valued a l l i e s  
t o  the after-dinner speaker. When in- 
corporated t o  give point t o  r emrks  
it i s  used i n  its highest form; but 
f o r  the  sole purpose of amusing those 
present it loses  most of i t s  value. 

Ihunor usually red ies  upon ex- 
aggeration -a  play of ro rds ,  lampoon- 
ing cer ta in  peculiar national char- 
a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a surpr ise  i n  t h e  turn of 
events o r  the l i g h t s  and shadows of 
domestic life. Vulgarity i n  the form 
f o  double entendre o r  smutty s t o r i e s  
may pass f o r  humor i n  radio or the 
movies, but it i s  f o r  the most par t  
counterfeit  . 

The offensive pract ice  fortunate- 
l y  i s  only occasional, but it i s  diS- 
turbing t o  hear of biasonic banquets 
a t  which members nere disgusted by 
the  r e l a t ing  of off color s tor ies4  In  
such cases it is usual that  t h e  first 
s tory  t o l d  seems t o  c a l l  f o r t h  a pec- 
u l i a r  form of courage on the pa r t  of 
a l a t e r  speaker. 

How, I prefer  t o  think it i s  in- 
experience ra ther  than lack of in te l -  
l igence which i s  responsible. However, 
as your Grand Naster I say that t h i s  
pract ice  must cease. I suggest to, 
presiding o f f i ce r s  tha t  offenders re- 
ceive inmediate repro@. 

Some persons do not r e a l i z e  that 
a story which may seem hamless among 
fr iends immediately becwvs object- 
ionable i n  the presence 09 strangers,  
which i s  a matter of lack of respect 
f o r  t h e i r  intelligence. Baoause some 
ono "got away" w i t h  a piece of xul- 
gar i ty  at  some other gathering i s  no 
c r i t e r ion  of i t s  f i t n e s s  f o r  repet i -  
t ion  a t  a Masonic banquot. It has no 
place there. 

For t h o  be t te r  guidance of the 
Craft I d i rcc t  t ha t  t h i s  Bul le t in  
i tcm be read i n  a l l  lodges. 

- V. HAROLD BIACAULIY, 
Grand Mastor. 


