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THE GRAND K4R4sTER'S NEW YFAR MESSAGE 

"Ring i n  the  nobler modes of l i f e  
With sweeter rnanners,purer laws." 

"Ring i n  the va l ian t  man and f r ee  
The l a rge r  heart , the k indl ie r  hand!" 

Man i n  h i s  wisdom has accepted t h e  orderly rounds of t he  universe t o  mark 
the  passage of h i s  l i f e  period. And so we a re  now observing the entry in to  a 
nev round of the sun from which we receive a l l  l i g h t  and l i f e .  Te c a l l  it a New 
Year. 

Back i n  the dim d is tan t  days some one conceived the thowht  that t h e  pass- 
age of t he  old year was l i k e  turnin& a page i n  a book, The b lurs  and the b l o t s  
and even the torn  b i t s  of the old page could be put out of s ight  with t h e  cov- 
e r ing  of i t  by a beaut i fu l ly  clean n w  page without blemish. But i n  order %hat 
t he  new page should not be meared lYke the old,  firm resolutions were entered 
in to ,  t h a t  old ways and old s i n s  should be abandoned. And so it is, my Brother, 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  the time of making V O O D  RESOLUTIONSw. 

A s  men and Masons, therefore, may we now resolve t o  be more Generous and 
more mindful Of 

from Whom a l l  
more Kindly, and t o  s teadfast ly  face the  v ic i ss i tudes  of l i f e ,  
the laws of the Great Sovereign Power and Ruler of t he  Universe, 
Blessings flow. 

A s  Grand Master I extend t o  the  Lodges,Fraternal Greetings and Best Wishes 
fo r  a Prosperous New Year, sincerely the 
r igh t  hand of fellowship i n  renewal of the t i e s  t ha t  bind us i n  Masonic Bro- 
therhood,trusting that the  lessons of t h e  past  dl1 enable us t o  use the oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  of t h i s  New Year with benefi t  t o  ourselves and t h e  Craft a t  large.  

But as a Brother Mason may I extend 

Y. He hIABcAuLILY, 

Grand Kaster. 

J 
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"IVERIT YOUR TITLE TO OUR pRIVILl!?2ES" 

r n  a l l  a l t r u i s t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  there  can be found a f a i th fu l  group of mem- 
bers  ever wi l l ing  t o  give t ime,talent and capacity i n  the service of the idea ls  
t he  Goup represents. 

I n  no in s t i t u t ion  i s  t h i s  more appapent than i n  Freemasonry. Yet seldom 
does t h e  average lodge member give a passing thought t o  the e n o m u s  amount of 
work performed i n  h i s  Lodge, by t h e  f a i t h f u l  
fen  working s i l e n t l y  and gladly Theirs i s  the driving 
force of t he  Fra te rn i ty  and the i r s  the accomplishment which keeps smooth the 
pathway of the individual Craftsman. 

h i s  D i s t r i c t  and i n  Grand Lodge, 
f o r  love of t he  Craft. 

I n  t h e  Lodge the Master must plan f o r  h i s  Brethren i n  the Di s t r i c t ,  the  
D i s t r i c t  Deputy Grand Master must keep h i s  f inger  on the pulse of t h e  Lodges ha 
serves and i n  Grand Lodge the numerous a c t i v i t i e s  represented by Standing Com- 
a i t t e e s  demand service of a high order.To the Grand Master f a l l s  the l o t  of in- 
vest ing almost the whole of h i s  l e i s u r e  time t o  the  business of h i s  honored 
office. 

That  the  service i s  so wil l ingly and so f r ee ly  given is  the bes t  evidence 
that Freemaonry a t t r a c t s  and holds men who have not only the generosity t o  
give f r ee ly  of t h e i r  services but the knowledge s k i l l  and a b i l i t y  t o  perform 
these services and say l i t t l e  about them. 

Too often the service i s  taken f o r  granted, accepted ad a matter of course 
scarce worth cownoat. Herein l i e s  a weakness by no means confined t o  Frce- 
masonry, No man enjoys doing unappreciated work and the word of thanks which 
might mend and keep h i s  onthusiasm is too infrequently given, 

Then too, thore a re  men, and again Freemasonry has her share whose 
No crea t ive  norker worth h i s  function in  l i f e  seems t o  be t o  c r i t i c i ze .  Salt  

w i l l  resent helpful c r i t i c i sm the mcmber 
vho, doing nothing himself, appears t o  be m i t i n g  harpy-liko f o r  the  worker t o  
do somothix so  that the c r i t i c a l  chorus of destruction may be ca l led  upon f o r  
i t s  sour and carping aria. 

but he T i i l l  resent t he  a t ten t ions  of 

The moral seems plain. If i n  passive acceptance of a l l  that  comes t h e i r  
m y  l i e s  t he  sa t i s fac t ion  of the majority of our Brethren, a t  l e a s t  l e t  that 
majority be thanlcrul for  the gcncrosity of tho  fow, speak the vord of thanks i n  
timely season, and re f ra in  f r o m  hair-spl i t t ing on non-essentials, mean-spirit- 
edness and narrow faultfinding. Freemasonry many a shin- 
ing mind and mill ing hand nor; d r i f t i ng  t o  goals where unselfish service i s  more 
valued. 

Thus may be saved t o  

18. 
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IS I T  POSSIBLE TO DEFINE OR EM0MBU.m THE LANIENLRKS? 
( A  matter of s m a l l  moment, s3ys Joseph E. Morcombe, Editor of 
The Masonic World, San Francisco, i n  the Masonic Craftsman's 
IvIonthly symposium of Masonic topics.) 

To those of us who f o r  any considerable time have been i n  c lose touch with 
the  perennial subjects of Masonic discussion,any mention of t h e  Landmarks is a s  
the  smell of b a t t l e  t o  the  veteran warrior. Now we a r e  supposed t o  consider the 
question of whether it is possible t o  define and enumerate the  Landwrks of t h e  
Craft. One has no doubt that t h e  young brother,  but l a t e l y  received in to  the 
Fra te rn i ty ,  would without hes i ta t ion  declare tha t  L a n b r k s  a r e  things of great 
value,  and, therefore,  a r e  de f in i t e  a s  t o  place and nmber, For how otherwise 
could they serve t o  delimit the f r a t e rna l  e s t a t e  or  warn of f  a l l  transgressors? 

has heard successive Masters enjoined to  preserve t h e  
Lanchnarks and t o  see t o  it that i n  t h e i r  Lodges there  shall be no violat iW.nf  
t h e  sacred mrkers. The o f f i ce r  being ins ta l led  solemnly promises as required. 
Y e t  it is safe  t o  say that  nei ther  t h e  in s t a l l ee  or  i n s t a l l o r ,  nor any brother 
i n  attendance has even a r m o t c  idea of what manner of goods o r  gear  i s  re- 
fe r red  to. The f a c t ,  t he  composition, s ize ,  weight,number and purpose of Land- 
marks, a s  s o  ofton mentioned, a r e  of t he  most recondite of Ilascnic secrets ,  'of 
vhich, perhaps, ?future ages m y  f ind  out the right." 

For the  curious enquirer thoro is  a wlBe range of ohoico, both a s  t o  range 
and def ini t ion,  The lists a r e  numerous, and they catalogue from two t o  some- 
thing over eighty Landmnrks, a s  s e t  fo r th  by the self-appointed authorit ies.  
: J i th  each one of these suppositious things the welfare and perhaps the perpe- 
t u i t y  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  f a t e m l y  bound. 

Ve a l l  know there  a r e  cer ta in  matters t ha t  reach almost to  the status of 
doma, ?re could hardly imagine 
Lasonry as ex is t ing  without these as basic. Yet the f a c t  r e m i n s  tha t  not one 
of these i s  of universal  acceptance. d i f f i cu l ty  by easy declar- 
a t ion  tha t  any who deny our accepted Landraarka a re  i r regular  IIasons and not 
n i th in  the  pale. But strong argurients can be adduced i n  support of the proposi- 
t i o n  that we ourselves have departed from the  or ig ina l  plan of the Craft, and 
that the  here t ics ,as  has often happened,have r a the r  the best  of it i n  t h i s  con- 
tontion. 

After  al1,Landmarks a r e  of value only i f  the es ta te  t o  be by them delimit& 
i s  permanent i n  a l l  of i t s  boundaries. If i t  be enlarged by accretion,purchasc 
o r  successful thievery, the former metos and bounds can have no other than a 
h i s to r i ca l  o r  curious in te ras t .  There i s  no claimed Lmdmark i n  a21 the lists 
but has been changod i n  substance or modified i n  intention, Thus they nei ther  
answer t o  the t e s t  of  time immemorial o r  universal usage, o r  t he  whims o r  pre- 
judices of those f o r  tho time i n  control have prompted Gmnd Lodge action. 

The intominable  arguments ovor Landmarks mako p ro f i t l c s s  reading f o r  the 
student.To add thereto would bc a weariness of tho f l e s h  and d i s t a s t e ih l  t o  the  
s p i r i t .  The many heated controvorsios of t he  past  over such a subject rank i n  
importance with the quarrel t h a t  divided Abdcra, over t he  shndow of an ass, o r  
that  other celebrated debate, which mentuated in  c i v i l  mr,betneen the B i g  and 
L i t t l e  Indians i n  the kingdom of Liliput.  

Some of us have ranged qui te  f r e e l y  i n  and about the f i e l d s  of Masonry,and 
never yet  have been tripped up nor even stubbed OUT toes  over grass-grown Land- 
marks, Nor w i l l  we, a t  t h i s  la te  day,go i n  search for i n t w i b l e s  when so much 
remains of real work t o  be done fo r  the  Craft. 

The same youngster 

and which a r e  of general acceptance among US. 

Pe bridge t h e  
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VHY AM I A MASON? 

(The second answer t o  the  question propounded 
by the  Committee on Research and Education.) 

There i s  abroad i n  t h e  world to-day a widespread cynicism. This takes the  
form very of ten of impugning the  motives of men, no matter how worthy they m y  
be o r  how devoted t o  the  service of h w n i t y .  How often do we hear it sa id ,  
"Every man has h i s  price." The only ce r t a in  thing i s  tha t  t he  m n  wBo gives ho- 
e s t  assent t o  such a proposition thereby announces that he is  f o r  sale. It i s  
h i s  own character t h a t  he defames. I Mvl A MASON because lfasonry teaches t h a t  
honor, honesty, f a i r - d a l i n g  a r e  s t i l l  a OommOn possession of hmanity.In other  
words, our Order proclaims i n  no uncertain terms the whole duty of man i s  "to 
deal jus t ly ,  love mercy and walk humbly with the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse. 

8.  E. 06 

THE GRAND VASTER RETURNS 

The Grand Master returned t o  the  jur isdict ion on December l a t h ,  a f t e r  an 
exceedingly pleasant t r i p  t o  Winburgh, Scotland, where he part ic ipated with 
many distinguished brethren from other Masonic Jurisdictions i n  prosenting fra- 
t e rna l  greetings and congratulations t o  thc Grand Lcdgc of Scotland on the com- 
p le t ion  of tvo hundred years as a Grand Lodge,mhich they marked by t h i s  Bi-Cen- 
tonary Celobration. 

Bro. H.R.H. the  W e  of York, now H i s  Majesty King George VI, was regular- 
l y  ins ta l led  as Grand Master Mason of the  Grand Lodgo of Scotland on t h i s  occa- 
sion. 

During the week thero were many ceremonies and social  functions and it i s  
our Grand Master F i l l  havo opportunities t o  give hoped tha t  i n  the near fu tu re  

the  Lodges some account of t h i s  r<oiiderful Masonic gathering. 

The New Consti tution is now in force and it would be w e l l  i f  hiasters Would 
immediately take s t eps  t o  see that t h e i r  By-laws a r e  i n  accordance with sev- 
e r a l  clauses which have been amended. Prominent amongst these a r e  the  clauses 
r e l a t i n g  t o  L i f e  Membership, Suspension N,F'.D., Af f i l i a t ions  and D i m i t s .  With 
regard t o  the first, lodges can by by-law charge any f e e  they deem advisable, 
but f o r  a l l  L i f e  Members made now the  annual dues t o  Grand Lodge must be paid, 
t he  only Grand Lodge f e e  f o r  r eg i s t r a t ion  and c e r t i f i c a t e  being $1.00. In  Af- 
f i l i a t i o n s ,  the d imi t s  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of standing f i l e d  a i t h  the  application, 
must be sent  in to  the Grand Lodge office.  

.. Grand Secretary. 
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