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"1IWOVATIO;iI IN THE BODY OF MASONRY" 

Once t h e  wr i te r  had the  temerity t o  suggest t ha t  Freemasonry, a s  a social  
i n s t i t u t ion ,  was i n  competition f o r  the favor of young manhood with hundreds of 
a l t r u i s t i c  organizations which have sprung up about i t  during the  l a s t  quarter 
of a century. In s p i t e  of the anathema with wbich the s q g e s t i o n  was received 
the  wr i t e r  has had no occasion t o  change h i s  view, and recent reports  of Grand 
Lodges, par t icu lar ly  i n  Nor th  America, seem t o  support him. 

Three things suggest themselves f o r  serious consideration. F i r s t y t h e  huge 
l o s s  of membership; second, the small number of i n i t i a t e s ,  and, third, the shar- 
p ly  r i s i n g  age l e v e l s  of those vho do apply. 

Undoubtedly economic conditions i n  the l a s t  f i v e  years have had m c h  t o  do 
with a l l  three. A l l  Lodges and Grand Lodges have sufferod severely f o r  lack of 
money and it is  to  t h e i r  everlasting c red i t  t h a t  they have succeeded i n  weath- 
er ing t h e  storm so  well ,  par t icu lar ly  i n  the duty of helpinc those who have 
borne the  full fu ry  of t h e  tempests of depression. 

But the wr i t e r  ventures another s ide  of t he  p ic ture  and asks the  question; 
"Aro we doing a l l  we can t o  hold our ground and a t t r a c t  nev members?ff H i s  
opinion is  tha t  me a re  not. I n  h i s  vien Freemasonry is,if anything, an organi- 
zat ion of  builders,  and, though the s t ructure  be mental and s p i r i t u a l  ra ther  
than physical, i t  cannot be raised without materials. The cons$ant drain on 
ef fec t ives  w i t h  accompanying lack of r e c r u i t s  m i l l  speedily dissolve any army 
and the army of Craftsmen i s  no exception. 

During the  depression years every merchant who has survived did one o r  both 
of two things. He lomered h i s  price or  made h i s  merchandise more a t t r a c t i v e  t o  
his  customrs.  No suggestion is  made t h a t  Freemsonry should be Cheapened nor 
that  any trumpet and banners campaign should be launched t o  rush i n  en t i r e ly  
unsuitable material. But it i s  suggested t h a t ,  among c i t y  Lodges especially,  a 
canvass of those members who have dropped out ,  who 
show marked s igns of indifference, might be a most i l luminating experiment. 

It i s  not enough t o  fold our hands and w a i t  f o r  the storm t o  pass. No 
b e t t e r  chance w i l l  ever come t o  put our house i n  order. Freemasonry has every- 
thing t o  build upon, has b u i l t  a magnificent t r ad i t i on  of intel l igence and ten- 
evolence but it f a l t e r s  i n  the march. Men a re  leaving the ranks, others wax 
exceeding weary w i t h  the weight of worn out f o r m s ,  Where 
and how? Look about you! What a t t r a c t s  young men, middle-aged men, old men? 
What can they buy elsewhere refreshment for the  equi- 
valent  of our i n i t i a t i o n  f ees  and annual dues? 

who f a i l  t o  attend. Lodges, 

new men a r e  needed. 

i n  mental and s p i r i t u a l  
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I n  our answer t o  tha t  l i e s  the fu tu re  of Freemasorry a s  a social  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  with weight and force i n  the community. st iffnecked and unbending adher- 
ence t o  t h e  l a s t  jo t  and t i t t l e  of a system, no matter how well it served a 
hundred, f i f t y  o r  even twenty-five years ago, s e a s  a sure way t o  annihi la t ion 
i n  the march of  progress, 

A.M.M. 

VHY Dl I A MASON? 
( A  t h i rd  answer) 

One duty of a man may be defined a s  the  obligation t o  make himself economi- 
ca l ly  eff ic ient .  cornon i n  the Mother Country we should 
learn'lto p u l l  our own weight i n  the boat." I AM A EfIBSON because MASONRY teaches 
among other things tha t  Re should pTactice the moral and soc ia l  v i r tues  of 
which self-reliance and self-help a r e  surely most important ones. N o  man can be 
a worthy Mason unless he recognizes h i s  responsibi l i ty  t o  contribute h i s  share 
t o  t h e  economic well-being of himself, h i s  family and the community. 

To use an expression 

A.E+O* 

MASOLQY'S STANDING 

To judge Masonry's "Standing" by the  soc ia l  posi t ion it holds i n  t he  com- 
munity would be equally a s  bad as doing so  from i t s  f inanc ia l  p o s i t i o n , f o r t h a t  
1:asonry knows no c l a s s  and is  not "class conscious." Men of a l l  c lasses  m y  
jo in  i n  the prac t ice  of Masonic v i r tues ,  provided they believe i n  one Supreme 
Being and l i v e  clean,moral l i v e s  and can afford t o  meet t h e  f inanc ia l  responsi- 
b i l i t i e s  the Craft l ays  upon them without detriment t o  those depending upon 
them. 

The r e a l  t e s t  of the "standing" of t h e  Craft l i e s  i n  the character and eon- 
duct of i t s  members, the  example they s e t  i n  t h e  comunity, t h e  manner i n  which 
they discharge t h e i r  dut ies  t o  t h e i r  neighbors, the support they give t o  move- 
ments f o r  t h e  u p l i f t  of t h e i r  fellow-men; i n  a word, t h e i r  influence f o r  good. 

Masonry, l i k e  other i n s t i t u t ions ,  gathers "blacksheep" i r t o  the f o l d ,  and, 
unfortunately, it is by these t h a t  men a r e  prone t o  judge i t .  Care should be 
taken therefore  t o  admit a minimum of those who would brink d i sc red i t  t o  it. 
For the  presence on t h e  nominators 
t o  s a t i s fy  themselves tha t  t he  credentials o f  a candidate f o r  whom they a r e  
making themselves responsible a r e  i n  compliance with the requirements of t h e  
Craft and who w i l l  i n  concequence maintain the "standing" of t he  Craft. 

The London Freemason, 

of t h i s  minimum the onus i s  primarily l a i d  

TJ'IS HASONIC BULLETIN 
Since C h r i s t m a s  the ed i to r  of the Bul le t in  has received several l e t t e r s  

from brethren who have thought it worth t h e i r  while t o  coment on the  contents 
of t he  Grand Lodge Bulletin.  V.W. Bro. Arthur G. Bond of Hanna 
has taken t h e  trouble t o  write f o r  t h e  
ideas i t  contains, i s  quoted below: 

"Quoting an act ive nnd authori ta t ive exponent of Masonic Research and Edu- 
cation, 'Masonry t o  the  la rge  majority of t he  Craft i s  s t i l l  a mystery. It be- 
comes the de l igh t fu l  opportunity of t he  enlightened fen t o  remove the v a i l  alld 
inform the brethren'. 

One of these,  
at  some length and par t  of h i s  l e t t e r ,  
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"It would appear,honever, from inquiry,that a very small percentage of t he  
Alberta membership of t he  Craft  laow o f ,  o r  peruse, t h i s  important Masonic med- 
i u m  (The Bul1etin)despito the f ac t  that Grand Lodge a a t u i t o u s l y  supplies t h ree  
copies of  each issuc t o  a l l  constituent Lodges of t he  Grand Jurisdiction. In 
most instances,  the use of the Bullet in  appears t o  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  Master and 
one or  two Pas t  Masters of a Lodge. A s  t h e  general membership of the Craft do 
not peruse the Bulletin,  t he  very ground upon which seeds of Masonic t r u t h  and 
l i g h t  should be sown i s  l e f t  barren. 

"It should be a most be f i t t i ng  Masonic gesture, i f  a l i v e  act ive brother 
(such as a P.M.) i n  each consti tuent lodge would voluntar i ly  a c t  as Bul le t in  
Distr ibutor ,  pass around the  Lodge copies, and see that they g e t  in to  t h e  hands 
of a t  least a l l  local resident members and loca l  resident non-affiliated casual 
attendants. 

"If there  ever was a period i n  the long l i f e  of Freemasonry when there  
of Masonic Truth r e l a t i v e  t o  a l l  phases of Speculative should be presentation 

Freemasonry as a universal f r a t e rna l  en t i ty ,  it is the present time, 

"We i n  t h i s  day and age a r e  i n  the midst of a m l t i p l i c i t y  of spec i f ica l ly  
organized bodies a c t i v e  i n  mcnsures of par t icu lar  modern in te res t s .  There a r e  
thousands of our Nasonic membership, who, finding in te res t ing  planned s tudies  
and enjoyable a c t i v i t i e s  i n  these modern organizations, t ransfer  t h e i r  inter-  
e s t s ,  and t o  use the  vernacular, "pass-up" the Masonic assemblies of those of 
our Lodges which lack  helpful instruct ion i n  vital t h i n g s  I,:asonic, and a r e  de- 
void of in te res t ing  LoQe work and applicable a l l i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  of an enjoyable 
nature. 

(Atlant ic  Lodge No. 2 of Norfolk, recently conducted an educa- 
t i ona l  canpaign among i ts  mombers and among other items offered a pr ize  
f o r  the bes t  answer t o  the  above question. The winner was W. Bro. T. Penn 
Colcman and h i s  answer t o  tho  above question appears below) 

Virginia,  

After  discarding scores of excellent reasons i n  ax -e f fo r t  t o  save words, 
and a t  t h e  same time t o  a r r ive  a t  the most important ones,I f ind these f ive  re- 
maining: 

(1) 
(2)  It i s  founded on the :lord of God. 
(3) 
(4) 

(5) 

Because of i t s  ant iqui ty  and his tory.  

My f a i t h  i n  i ts  promises of immortality. 
It furnishes us  with frequent opportunities t o  mingle 
i n  a s p i r i t  of t rue  demo:racy and equality,  
It teaches a beaut i ful  and log ica l  philosophy of l i f e .  

Volumes have been wri t ten of each of these f i v e  points,  and a l l  of them a r e  
worthy of serious ref lect ion.  However, I sha l l  emulate the author of the second 
degree lec ture  by passing over most of them and elaborating on t h e  last two, 
which bears d i rec t ly  on our associations w i t h  each other. 

t o  t h i s  Temple t i r e d  i n  body and s p i r i t ,  worn 
by t h e  day's toi1,discouraged by t h e  f a i l u r e  of carefully l a i d  plans, disheart-  
ened by misunderstandings, and gone away a couple of hours l a t e r  - relaxed, re- 
freshed and g rea t ly  encouraged. !Thy? Because when I enter that door I forget  
such re la t ions  as customer and  c lerk,  employer and employee, debtor and credi- 
t o r ,  p ro f i t  and loss. businesses and profes- 
sions. Here we a r e  

How many times I have come 

Here we can forget t h e  s t r a i n  of 
Forget t h e  differences i n  f inancial  and soc ia l  standings. 
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I 
a l l  a l ike.  Our i n t e r e s t s  a r e  c m o n  in t e re s t s  because we have a l l  had the  same 
experiences and assume t h e  same obligations. me, therefore,  meet here on Com- 
mon ground, man t o  man, brother t o  brother. 

I have a l s o  heard 
men say tha t  we do not know the  meaning of l i f e  unti l  we have passed the  age of 
forty.  

I am o l d  enough t o  pass judgment on both of these sayiXs,and while no doubt 
they possess a cer ta in  amount of t ruth,  I cannot wholly agree with them. 

I think l i f e  begins nhen we a r e  ab le  t o  see ourselves i n  r e l a t i o q  to  other  
people, when we can apply t h e  golden r u l e  to  our da i ly  l iv ing ,  when we can put 
as ide  personal f ee l ing  and t r y  t o  l igh ten  the burdens of our fellow men,&en we 
can forge t  our o m  troubles  and m k e  an earnest e f f o r t  t o  bring a an i le  t o  the 
l i p s  of a discouraged victim of i l l n e s s ,  hard luak or depression. For it is 
only through these experiences t h a t  we can f i n d  t rue  happiness. Only by admin- 
i s t e r i n g  t o  others  can we learn enough of t h e i r  misfortunes t o  enable u s  t o  
contrast  them with our o m  blessings l i v e  without an ap- 
preciat ion of our blessings. Therofore,life begins vhen ne a r e  able  t o  s e e  our- 
selves  i n  r e l a t ion  t o  other people. 

We have heard such expressions "Life begins a t  forty". 

and we cannot r e a l l y  

DJNITS 

From numerous inquir ies  tha t  have been made to the Grand Lodge of f ice ,  it 
would appear that  some fu r the r  explanation should be given a s  t o  the operation 
of Clause No. 219 of t he  new Constitution, regarding dimits. 

A l l  Lodges should note tha t  three forms of dimit a r e  ,authorized by t h i s  
clause: 

1. 
2. 

The c l ea r  d i m i t ,  a s  used heretofore. 
A c e r t i f i c a t e  discharging a brother frommembership i n  h i s  lodge, 
although dues may remain unpaid, the amount of such unpaid dues 
being s t a t ed  on the face of the document. 
A c e r t i f i c a t e  discharging a brother from membership whose dues 

the  face  of the  cer t i f ica te .  

3. 
'have been remitted by the  lodge, the amount of mhich i s  s ta ted on 

A reference t o  t h e  clause w i l l  explain the  reason for such new forms of 
d i m i t ,  which should be obtained from the  Grand Lodge of f ice  when required. 

HOSPITU VISITING 
It has been found that many Masonic brethren o r  t h e i r  dependents ar& 

pat ien ts  from time t o  time i n  the Calgary hospitals. These hospi ta l s  a r e  
v i s i t e d  regular ly  by the Sick Visi t ing Cormnittees of the Calgary lodges, and 
lodges concerned should repor t  t h e i r  cases t o  t h e  Grand Lodge of f ice  i n  Calgary, 
so that t h e  Vis i t ing  Comit tees  can be not i f ied imediately.  It i s  found tha t  
occasionally pa t ien ts  a r e  overlooked owing t o  lack of notification,althougb t h e  
Visi t ing Connuittees make inquiry at  the hospi ta l s  when %hey v i s i t .  
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