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TEiE CORONATIOlJ YEN?. 

With a l l  loyal  subjects,  the Freemasons of the &pire w i l l  celebrate the 
crowning of His Majesty George VI,King, Bnperor and Freemason. Our Grand Master 
has requested tha t  t h i s  memorable occasion be recognized by the Craft Lodges of 
Alberta and a s  a small par t  of  tha t  recognition, your Editor has ventured t o  
make t h i s  issue of the  Grand Lodge Bullet in  a Special Coronation Number. 

The in t e re s t  o f  t h e  Bri t ish Royal Family in  Freemasonry i s  well-known i n  a 
general  Pay and the re-publication of a paper,in i t s  or iginal  form prepared f o r  
t he  now defunct Ins ta l led  Masters' Association, may crys ta l l ize  t h a t  i n t e re s t  
here and prove su i tab le  material  i n  a Lodge celebration. With that  end i n  view 
t h e  en t i r e  issue of the Bulletin i s  used t o  present a revision of t he  paper f o r  
t h e  use of the brethren. 

FREFXLS0NF.Y AND TRZ BRITISH ROYAL FAMILY 

The association of the Br i t i sh  Royal Family w i t h  Craft Freemasonry i s  a 
long and honorable one, beginning i n  1737 with the i n i t i a t i o n  of Frederick, 
Prince of  Wales, fa ther  of George 111. 

There a re ,  of course, many pre t ty  s to r i e s  i n  Masonic l o r e  of the connection 
of  crowned heads with the Order. King Athelstan i s  s a i d  t o  have granted a char- 
t e r  a s  f a r  back a s  936; Prince Edwin,his son, is supposed t o  have presided over 
a Grand Lodge a t  York; Edward 111, two years a f t e r  the Bat t le  of Poic t ie rs ,  i s  
credited with a revision and records have 
been alleged of the i n i t i a t i o n  of Henry V I  i n  1450 and W i l l i a m  I11 i n  1690. Re- 
search students to the storehouse of doubtful 
legend i f  not to  the scrap heap of fable. 

of the  Constitution of Freemasonry, 

have relegated a l l  these t a l e s ,  

Generally agreed t o  have been an Operative Fra te rn i ty , .  Craft Freemasonry 
ear ly  adopted the pract ice  of  receiving cer ta in  non-operative i n i t i a t e s  who be- 
came knom a s  Accepted Brethren interested i n  Speculative Masonry. Vith the 
formation of The Grand Lodge of England i n  1717, the pract ice  had become so  
f i rmly established tha t  Lodges of Speculatives were more numerous than Opera- 
t ives . 

By 1721 the Grand Lodge of England had become stabi l ized and Craft Masonry 
was developing i n t o  nhat, for  want of a be t te r  def ini t ion,  might be termed a 
middle-class ins t i tu t ion .  In common with most organizations of t h e  time it 
sought the prestige of a r i s toc ra t i c  leadership and two far-seeing worthies, 
Desaguliers, a Hugenot Frenchman and Anderson, a Scot,were the  main instruments 
i n  finding the necessary blue blood and so  l inking the Royal Rousehold and the  
Peerage so f i rmly t o  Freemasonry tha t  t he  long l i n e  of Princes and Peers who 
have been enthusiastic Craftsmen has never been broken. 

In  1721, John, Duke of Montaye, became Grand Master. He was Lord High 
Constable of England a t  t h e  coronation of George I ,  seem t o  have been an e x t r a  
ordinar i ly  made an Honorary 
Doctor of Medicine and a Fellow o f  t he  College of Surgeons a t  Cambridge. He was 
a staunch Hanoverian. I n  t he  same year as  Montague mas elected Grand Master 
there  was in i t i a t ed  in to  Freemasonry, Phi l ip ,  Duke of Vharton,as staunch a Jac- 
ob i te  a s  Nontague was Hanoverian. 

capable man wi th  strong sc ien t i f ic  t a s t e s  and was 
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From the  first m a r t o n  aspired to  the Grand Uastership and his tory records 
considerable internecine warfare before he f ina l ly  ascended t h e  Masonic Throne 
i n  1723. But poetic jus t ice  prevailed and Wharton mas degosed and prac t ica l ly  
expelled, t o  be succeeded by the Earl of Calkeith. I n  Dalkeith's regime, i n  
1737,  there  was in i t ia tedTreder icX,  Prince of Tales, f a t h e r  of George I11 and 
the f irst  Prince of the  Royal House t o  become a Freemason. 

Tihether t h e  p o l i t i c a l  difference of Hanover and Stuart  mere a t  the bottom 
of the business o r  not w i l l  probably never be known, but about t h i s  time the 
Grand Lodge of  England Both 
had t h e i r  followers, peers and commoners, and both developed rapidly.  

After t h e  death of Frederick, no royal Masons were m d e  u n t i l  1766 when 
Edward Augustus, Duke of York, and W i l l i a m  Henry, Duke of Gloucester mere i n i t -  
i a ted .  I n  the  following year,Henry Frederick,kke of Cmberland becane a Mason, 
destined i n  1782 t o  preside a s  Grand Master. 

I n  1770,there mas in i t i a t ed , a t  Plymouth, XYiPliam Henry, son of  George 111, 

was t o r n  asunder and a r i v a l  Grand Lodge s e t  up. 

l a t e r  Duke of Clarence and s t i l l  l a t e r  Wil l iam I V  of England, 

Euring the next decade there  was a flood of royal i n i t i a t e s ,  aorne joining 
t h e  Atholl  Grand Lodge and some the Senior Grand Lodge, now respectively known 
a s  Ancients and Xoderns. W e  of York r.'ere 
received i n  1783. Edward, Duke of Kent, f a the r  of Queen Victoria,was i n i t i a t e d  
a t  Geneva i n  1790 and Prince Augustus, Duke of Sussex, l a t e r  an outstanding 
Grand Master, i n  1798. 

The Prince of ?+7ales and Frederick, 

One effect  of the influx of royal blood i n t o  the respective Grand Lodges 
mas a clamor f o r  reunion, and t o  Francis, second Far1 of Moira, m u s t  60 the  ma- 
j o r  c red i t  fo r  bringing t o  a happy issue the United Grand Lodge of England, 

In  May 1813, the Moderns elected the Duke of Sussex t h e i r  Grand Master and 
irmnediately the  Ancients countered by elect ing t h e  Duke of Kent, h i s  brother,as 
t h e i r  Grand Master. The time f o r  reunion was r ipe  and on St. John's Day,Decem- 
ber  27th 1813, a special  Grand Assembly v?as cal led i n  London t o  e f fec t  the 
Union. 

It must have been a magnificent occasion, The royal brothers,  each a Grand 
Master i n  h i s  own r i g h t ,  entered Freemasons' Hall together and ascended t h e i r  
respective thrones amid all t he  pomp and ceremony beloved of  the Anglo-Saxon 
race. The Lodge was prayerfully opened and the two Grand Blasters vacated the i r  
thrones together t o  deposit i n  the specially designed Ark of the Masonic Coven- 
an t ,  the  Act o f  Union, creating the United Grand Lodge of England. 

Kent proposed h i s  brother a s  t he  F i r s t  Grand Master and so the  Duke of Sus- 
sex became the Most Torshipful Grand hiaster of the United Grand Lodge of h g -  
land. The cup of brotherly love mas presented t o  the newly in s t a l l ed  Grand 
Master who drank t o  t h e  assembled brethren the toas t ,  "Peace, Goodmill and Bro- 
t he r ly  Love a l l  over t he  corld."  It is recorded tbit the session closed with 
solemn prayer and v i t h  the  most f e s t ive  hrmony and brotherly love. 

He died i n  
1843, h i s  memory being perpetuated by t h e  Sussex ning of The Royal Freemasons' 
Ho sp i t  a1 . 

The Duke of Sussex reigned as Grand Master for t h i r t y  years. 
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It had been t a c i t l y  agreed f o r  diplomatic reasons that no reigning sover- 
eign ?!auld hold the off ice  of  Grand Mhster. how- 
ever, an Honorary Office had been created,that of Grand Patron, and both Ceorge 
I V  and W i l l i a m  I V  mere Grand Patrons. With the accession of Queen Victoria t he  
o f f i c e  mas temporarily abandoned. 

I n  l i e u  of an ac t ive  off ice ,  

Royal connection withMasonry was suspended in1851  w i t h  the death o f  t h e  
when one Those Kas- 
brethren was i n i t i -  

Duke of Cumberland and ims not revived f o r  seventeen years 
onry vas contemporary i n  part  with many of our own Alberta 
a ted  an Entered Apprentice. 

Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, was interested i n  Freemasonry, but d i f fe r -  
ences a t  t h e  Court of Queen Victoria mde  i t  inadvisable t h a t  he be i n i t i a t e d  
i n  &gland. Indeed, popular feel ing a t  the time s e a s  t o  have been against h i s  
being i n i t i a t e d  a t  a l l  and even "Punch", t ha t  famous cemetery of t h e  heavy joc- 
u l a r i t y  of the period,nent so  f a r  a s  t o  publish a parody of t he  Entered Appren- 
t i c e ' s  Song. But Albem Edward mas not t o  be so eas i ly  dissuaded and on a v i s i t  
t o  Sneden found sympathic assistance. I n  December 1868 he was made a Mason i n  
Nordiska Fois ta  Lodge i n  Stockholm. The Presiding Officer was King Charles XV 
of Sweden and one of the E'ardens the Crown Prince Oscar, l a t e r  King of Sweden. 

Sweden was reco@zed by t h e  United Grand Lodge of & & l a n d  but the news of 
Albert Edward's i n i t i a t i o n  came to  England by hearsay only, there  being no offi- 
c i a l  comnica t ion .  The Grand M&steT decided t o  s e t t l e  the question by personal 
enquiry and on May 31st 1869, the Earl of Zetland, i n  the House of Lords,  per- 
sonally t r i e d  the Prince of Tales and found him vorthy and well-skilled. 

The custom i n  the Grand Lodge of England i s  t o  elect  Princes and Peers,Hon- 
orary Past  Grand Masters w i t h  t he  idea t h a t  l a t e r  the chosen Honorary Past 
Grand Master may be elected ac t ive  Grand Master. Zetland accordingly gave 
notice tha t  a t  the next Qparterly Comunication he mould move the elect ion of 
Edward, Prince of Wales, t o  be Honorary Past Grand Master. Meantime Scotland 
s t o l e  a march by electing the Prince the i r  ac t ive  Grand Patron. 

Having joined Alpha Lodge i n  London so tha t  he might qualify under Ehglish 
Law the Prince of Wales was. duly elected Iionorary Past Grand Master. Meantime 
Zetland, full o f  years decided h i s  work was done and resigned i n  favor of t he  
Marquis of Ripon,who became Grand Master i n  1869. Ripon reigned f o r  f ive  years, 
a t  the end of which he adopted the  Roman Catholic f a i t h  and resigned h i s  office. 
H i s  successor was Albert Mward, who reigned a s  Grand Master 
u n t i l  h i s  accession t o  the Throne of t h e  Bri t ish Empire a s  Edward V I I  i n  1901. 

Prince of Wales, 

Probably the most imaortant incident i n  his  long reign a s  Grand l!Iaster m!as 
the  severing of t he  connection w i t h  t he  Grand Orient of France upon tha t  Body's 
declaring cer ta in  of the Landmarks matters of individual conscience and not 
prerequis i te  f o r  admission. 

I n  1875 the  Duke of Connaught and Albany was in i t i a t ed  and i n  1886, t he  
Heir Apparent t o  the Crown, The la te  King 
George V, who became Prince of Wales on the death of Clarence never became a 
Mason. 

t he  Duke of Clarence was received. 

I n  1886 the Duke of  Connaught was elected Provincial GrandMaster f o r  Sus- 
sex,the first occasion on which a Prince of the Royal House had been elected. t o  
t h a t  office.  
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Alber t  Edward mas a g r e a t  pro tagonis t  of  t h e  Craft and hundreds of ca ses  
are  on record ahere he used. h i s  in f luence  for t h e  general  good. I n  1857 a t  a 
g r e a t  assembly of Freemasons t o  ce lebra te  t h e  Golden Jub i l ee  of h i s  mother, 
Qu.een Vic to r i a ,  as Grand I i a s t e r  h e  headed t h e  deputat ion which de l ivered  t h e  
addres s  of homage t o  t h e  Queen a t  Osborne House, on t h e  occa- 
s i o n  of t h e  Diamond J u b i l e e  he performed a l i k e  serv ice .  A t  h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  
Queen V i c t o r i a  h e r s e l f  i n  1882 became t h e  Chief Pa t roness  of t h e  Royal Hasonic 
I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  G i r l s .  I n  t h e  Masonic Schools at.Wandsworth t h e  Great  Assembly 
H a l l  i s  knom a s  Alexandra H a l l  and was opened by t h e  P r ince  of Vales as Grand 
Master accompanied by P r incess  Alexandra. 

Again i n  1897, 

I n  1890, i n  accordance with custom, t h e  Duke of Connaught was e l ec t ed  Hon- 
o ra ry  P a s t  Grand Xaster. shadovs be fo re  and 
when t h e  good Queen V i c t o r i a  passed t o  t h e  undiscovered country and Alber t  
Edward ascended t h e  Throne, t h e  Duke of Connaught succeeded him as Grand Master 
on t h e  Masonic Throne on J u l y  17th, l901.  

Coming events  were c a s t i n g  t h e i r  

Ednard, P r ince  of :'!ales, was i n i t i a t e d  i n  Household Brigade Lodge i n  Bay 
1919, became a Grand Warden of t h e  Grand Lodge of 'England, P r o v i n c i a l  Grand 
Master f o r  Surrey, mas nominated as Grand Master of t h e  Grand Lodge of Scot land 
b u t  r e s i g n e d  on behalf .of h i s  bro ther  when he  ascended the  Tkrone a s  Edvard 
VIII. On his access ion  he  assumed t h e  rank and t i t l e  of P a s t  Grand Master of 
t h e  Grand Lodge of &gland. 

A s  P r ince  A l b e r t ,  Dulre of York, t he  present  King, whose Coronation Fie c e l -  
e b r a t e ,  m a s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  Navy Lodge !To. 2612 a t  an  Ehergent Communication he ld  
on December 2,  1919. The ceremony was performed by t h e  l a t e  Lord Ampthill ,  P ro  
Grand Master, i n  t h e  presence of many d is t inguished  Masons, inc luding  h i s  bro- 
t h e r ,  t h e  P r i n c e  of Wales, t h e  Earl of Donoughrnore, Grand Master of Ireland and 
Br igadier  General Gilmour, Grand Master of Scotland. 

A s  Duke of York he served as Master of h i s  Lodge i n  1921-22. On February 
l l t h ,  1921, he  was pe r fec t ed  i n  t h e  Roso Croix Chapter Xo. 169 of t h e  Ancient 
and Accepted S c o t t i s h  Rito.  1932 he  w a s  advanced t o  the  T h i r t y  
Third Degree and becamo an Honorary member Council of &gland. 
I n  1923 he succeeded t h e  P r i n c e  of Wales as Senior  Grand Varden of t h e  United 
Grand Lodge of  &gland. In 1924 he was e l e c t e d  Grand Master of t h c  P rov inc ia l  
Grand Lodge of Kiddlesex and Senior  Gyand 'Ilardcn of t h e  Mark Iflasons Grand Lodge 
i n  1929. I n  1931, he  becam t h e  Gracd Master of t h e  P rov inc ia l  Grand Lodgo of  
Mark Masonry i n  t h e  Province of Middlesex. 

On March 8 t h ,  
of t h e  Supreme 

On November 3Cth, 1936, he  was i n s t a l l e d  Grand Master Mason of t h e  Grand 
Lodge of Scot land a t  t h e  Bicentenary ce l eb ra t ion  of t h a t  Grand Lodge i n  Edin- 
burgh. 

Grand Masters of t h e  Masonic Grand Bodies of &gland  usua l ly  hold o f f i c e  
f o r  l i f e  but when a Pr ince  of t h e  Royal House ascends t h e  Throne of Etnpire, as 
was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  George I V ,  Edward VII and Edward "I11 it  has  been t h e  custom 
t o  pass  t h e  purple  of t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  t o  a successor.  Whether George V I  w i l l  do 
l i k e w i s e  with h i s  o f f i c e  of Grand Master of Scotland remains t o  be  seen. I n  
Scot land t h e  Grand Master holds  o f f i c e  f o r  one year  only and t h e r e  i s  a possib- 
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i l i t y  t ha t  K%ng George m y  raisin i n  office till the  end of h i s  term on ?Tovem- 
ber 30th, _St. &drew*s Day, 1927. It i 5  cer ta in  that Kink Ckmrge w i l l  r e t a i n  a 
deep and sympathetic i n t e re s t  inb5asozu-y. Eiridencg. of this is &ready for th-  
cuming nhen i n  March of t h i s  year it was annolulcsd that he had agreed t o  become 
Grand Patron of the three Royal Wsonic Imtitutims of the  United Gmnd Lodge 
of  and, The Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution, The Royal Xasonic Ins t i -  
tution for G i r l s  and the  R o y a l  Masonic Ins t i t u t ion  for Boys. The King has a l s o  1 

i n t i m t e d  h i s  intention of making an annual g i f t  t o  the Royal Masonic Hospital, * 

Queen Elizabeth ha9 likewise talcen a deep interest  i n  the philanthropic I 
the  a r l  of Strath- 1 

I 

' 

I 

I 
activities of the C r a f t  both when Bhe ass i s ted  her  fa ther ,  
more, before he r  marriage and a f t e m r b  as t h e  Duchess of York. A t  the recent 
Scot t ish Bicentenary celebrations of t he  Grand Laige of Scotland, she received 
the freedom o f  t he  City of Edinburgh *in recognition of her unwearied devotion 
t o  schemes of philanthropy and her  unfailing sympathy i n  aiding in s t i t u t ions  
f o r  t he  r e l i e f  of human suffering*" 

Truly the Royal Art is i n  Royal Hands: 

I 
A.M*M* 

I 

THE BRETISFI EBKIIRF 

Behind the  Pomp and C i r c w t a n c e ,  the Pageantry of Ceremonial, there  is 
deep feeling mngst not only the vast m l t i t u d e  who a r e  privileged t o  view the 
magnirfcent spectacle i n  London on t h e  12th day of May, but also and perhaps 
still  deeper atnagst the many mill ions of those who cannot be present. It i s  t o  
them a renewal of the i r  f a i t h  i n  the B r i t i s h  Bnpire and f o r  a l l . i t  stands. The 
Monarchy Pepresents t o  them the heritage handed down by t h e i r  forefathers ,  of 
precious l i b e r t i e s ,  r i gh t s  and privileges gained at great cost, 

The Coronation of t h e  King reminds them of these things and i s  a guarantee 
tha t  they w i l l  wdure as  they have i n  the past ,will  be enlarged and added t o  i n  
t h e  future and be maintained and strengthened by him,who i n  solemn words swears 
t o  do the m i l l  of t he  people, t o  serve them to  t h e  utmost of h i s  a b i l i t y  and t o  
maintain the Const i tut ion-  t he  form of government which has come t o  be accep- 
t e d  by Br i t i sh  peoples the world oPer as the best yet  devised by ran, 

The King and Queen represent not r u l e r s  whose word is law, but the cent ra l  
head of Bnpire to whom the  humblest subject may appeal, and who exemplify i n  
themselves the best  there  i s  i n  family l i f e  c t h e  unit  base of the Brit ishcon- 
ception of society, A t  the same time, by t h e i r  devotion t o  public dut,ies, by 
t h e i r  help and sympathy t o  those i n  need, they a r e  an exsmple fi t h e i r  peoples 
i n  every s t a t ion  of l i f e ,  The en t i r e  Br i t i sh  Enpire w i l l  be as one i n  acclaim- 
ing Their Majesties - LONG BBAY THEY REIGN. 


