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THE FREEMASON'S TASK 
The Golden Jubilee f o r  Freemasonry in Alberta 

.)as been well and truly observed. Fifty years in 
the life of Freemasonry is not really a very great 
period of time, in fact me have many members in 
Alberta vho  have belonged to the order many years 
over the half century. We have been given numerous 
wishes for the welfare of our next fifty years, and 
it has occurred t o  me that this is the golden oppor- 
tunity to point out to our Craft a t  large one of 
the essential factors f o r  our growth and well being. 

We have been informed in our lectures that Free- 
niasonry teaches us how t o  live and how to die. I 
:I= more interested in the teachic;: cf hc7.v t3 live. 
I seek what Freemasonry has to teach me that will 
assist me in the greater duties of a Masonic brother 
in the morld of reality. 

In niy opinion the greatest gem of the many of 
Freemasonry is the love of brother for brother. This 
is our strength and support, the reason of our being. 
The only detracting factor is our failure t o  carry 
this great teaching t o  our neigh.bors outside the 
lodge. 

There is in every good man the natural desire 
to be of service t o  his fellow man. It is a desire to 
(lo something that will live after him, something 
that will be acknowledged as a boon to the human 
race, and live forever. This cannot be d m e  without 
love for the fellow man. The greater the brotherly 
love, the greater the opportunity for service, and 
the more outstanding will be that service. That this 
tiatiiral instinct is present in mankind is shomrn by 
the desire f o r  better conditions of his children, 
family and community. Some philosophers have 
said this shows the divine origin of mankind. IIow- 
cver, I am sure we Freemasons in Alberta have this 
natural inst,inct, and xve must recognize onr respon- 
sibility t o  develop and most of all, t,o use it. Frce- 
inasons must be intensely practical peoplc, and 
apply t,heir ideas t o  the service of mankind. 

I t  11% this purpose for  Tvhich Speculative Free- 
iiiasonry was founded npon the old operative Free- 
masonry in the early 18th century. and by which 
it has made such spect,acular progress and holds 
its high position in the affairs of mankinil. 

We have enrolled great numbers of good citizens 
under the proud title of Freemasonry; this is even 
true in our young province. However, this may be 
an advantage for us at this time. We may not be 
bound so much by tradition - we may be more 
free to  more boldly proclaim our teachings t o  our 
members and t o  make our influence felt in promot- 
ing the accepted way of life. It will be our duty to 
inform our members of the great tenets of our Order, 
many of them over hundreds of years old, that they 
may be imbued with t,hese ideals and that they may 
live accordingly. 

The knowledge of'mankind is not thc result of 
niiy oco man; naticn, !?r Tericd, but is thc sum total 
of the contribution of all men of all ages. So with 
Freemasonry it is noti just of one period nor a few 
men, hut is the garnc.red wisdom of all men of all 
nations, of all ages. Whatsoever was deemed good 
and true of past civilization was gathered together 
by our founders, and passed on to us. This presup- 
poses a wise choice on the part of our forefathers, 
the great wisdom to ?lioose well. They taught the 
individuals f o r  the welfare of the human race. We 
rightly honor the past, hut we should not and do 
not live by the past alone. We most earnestly t ry  
to assimilate the past to prepare us t o  live and 
apply ourselves t o  the present and future. Our 
greatest weakness is our inability t o  he Freemasons 
with onr neighbors a.s well as our brethren in daily 
life. 

It is not possible to change this state of affairs 
through our lodges, or our Grand Lodge. It must 
come through the inidvidual. We look to  the in- 
dividual member t o  he so enthused with the great 
teachings of Brotherly Love that he spreads i t  vide 
among his circle of friends, thus being happy him- 
self, and communicating that, happiness to others. 

'We can all agree that the principles of Free- 
masonry, if followed, would make our lives worthy 
and most helpful to our community. In spite of our 
knowledge of these tenets and our sacred ohliga- 
tions, we even violate the laws of friendship, not 
t o  mention brotherly love. We plot against one 
another, and trample brotherly love hcneath our 
feet in our daily life outside the lodge. Wr forget 
that, mankind is one human family in irliich each 
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member owes ccrtain aiid defiiiite obligations to 
all the others. We Freemasons, \vho have inherited 
so much from the past and are encouraged by our 
order to work for the happiness of the human race, 
5hould be in the forefront of all forces that are 
lrorking for thc freedoms of a righteous life. 

It appears that our tenets and teachings have 
Ireeu knoivn f o r  ages and ages, and arc world midc. 
They are exprcsscd in various manners by the great 
leaders and teachers of the world. Christ eiiumeratd 
our tenets in the period of his teachings, Xohami i~d  
and Confucious also had the s2me f o r  their follonws. 
Aill the philosophics of the ancients aimed to i n -  
p ro re  the lo t  of the coimiion man of their time. 

I3enjamiii ~ r a n k l i n ,  250 years ago, being i~ rc- 
iiomned Mason proposed for the benefit of the 
vorld the daily practice of the great teaching of 
Crotherly Love. IIe even endeavored t o  use it in 
the  diplomatic life of the nations of that period. 

In the Ellcyclopedia Britannica therc is an article 
on Freemasonry in which we are told that the aim 
and object of the order is the rather etherial idea 
of promoting brotherly lore. However, since that 
article Tvas written, Freemasonry has increased its 
iiumbers and its influence. I submit that thc objcct 
of our order is most worthy and highly practicable, 
and that, if we have made only a littlu iinprrssioil 
011 our members and the world at  large, it  is not 
because of the weakness of oar pnrpose but rather 
the lack of purpose and enthusiasn~ of our members. 

Our Christian religion, bamed 011 the laws of 
,\loses, is over 4000 years old, and the t,eachings of 
Christ over 1900 years o l d ;  and the w-itings of 
Mohammed expressed in the Koran, 1250 ycars old, 
as well as many other great teachers iii various 
lands, Because these teachings have not been ac- 
cepted widely in their own lands, and nnlrss nni- 
versally accepted, does not lessen their valnc to tlrc 
world, but rathcr points t.o our inability to make 
the most use of them. I trust this does not show 
a universal lack of appreciation for the right am1 
the good. 

‘!he same applies to Freemasonry. l y e  have over 
j,OOO,OOO members, ,and exercise a great influence 
in world affairs, an influence that 1 believe t o  be 
for  the good of our world. That our inflnence could 
be increased is also recognized. I do not think that 
it is due to a lack of enthusiasm or mayhr of serions 
applieation of our tenets in daily affairs. 

i t  is the xespousibilit,y of every F i ~ ~ r r ~ a s o i i  t i ]  

uiake his own interpretation of the symbols and 
teachings of our Craft. R e  must translate into daily 
life thc ~irinciples of the Golden Rille t,hrvu$h his 
imomledge of Brotherlr Love. The lodgc is the 
soiiPce or fonntain head of wisdom and inspiration 
t o  vhich Tve retnrn regularly t o  strengthen our- 
srlvcs a n d  increase oiir enthusiasm by association 
,rit.li our fellow Freemasons; men of high ideals, 
mom1 men, honrst men, men who are the leadrrs 
o f  me11 and ~ h o  helierv in Brotherly Love. 
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will deny, but it is no stronger thau the individual 
Freemason. “Lpt your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works and qlorify 
your Father which is in Heaven.” 

This is a plea that our numerous ilIasoiiic breth- 
ren all united by the bonds of Brotherly Love, live 
and act by the plumb, lerel ant1 ’;qnare, out of the 
lodge as well 2s within 

M. \\’. Bro. w. A .  LIPIWy, a1.u.. 
Past Grand l a s t e r .  Alberta 

THE PLACE TO START 

A great deal is said about the necessity for really 
making Masons of our candidates. Perhaps such a 
problem mill always exist,, but do we appreeiate it 
from the  logical standpoint? When you and I be- 
come ilksons, and all of us traveled the same jour- 
ney, was there any special effort  extended us in the 
direction for having us attend Lodge regularly, or 
in making 11s feel more at  home f o r  a few meetings 
until we could really become a part of the Lodge 
and the activities? 

The answer. 1 thiiik, is IIU 

\ire received the degrees ; !re were impressed 
with the beauty of Masonry and the great lessons 
of the degrees t o  the extent that me wanted to he- 
come an integral part of the whole. It is not sug- 
gested that we do not owe onr new Masons ccrtain 
courtesirs, instructions in procedures, mhieh he 
does not learn when he is t,alring t,he degrees; and 
the propcr consideratioil in all matters that is due 
the less experienced by the older Masons. 

But there are two points involved. Every effort 
should be made to confer the degrees in a manner 
that is dignified and serious so that the candidate 
will eagerly seek further light in Jlasonvy. But 
there is also the necessity for careful selection of 
candidates so that the heart and mind will behold 
the beauty of Freemasonry. 

Our first obligation is t o  uiiderstand the serious 
undertaking in making a Master &son. A ,candi. 
dat,e who is told: “Before proceeding further it 
becomes my duty t o  inform you that, the ceremonies 
in which you are about t o  engage are by no means 
of a light or trifling character, but are of great 
importance and deep solemnity,” and then is thc 
victim of frivolity and humiliation, perhaps will 
never look fuather for the beauty in Masonry. 

liet us by all means show the proper courtesies 
to our candidates, hiit let’s begin a t  th?  right placr 
-dim v e  rorifw thr degrees. 

The Fifty-first Annual Communimtlon of Grand 
Lodge will be h d d  in the Masonic Temple, in the 
City O F  Edmonton on Wednesday. June l z t h ,  1956 
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generations shall not forget the greatness of my 
reign. It should last forever.” 

The master builder boived his head in obedience 
and prayer. And then these words from the archi- 

The candidate for Freemasonry, whatever may tect who was skilled in the cunning and science of 
ave been his idea before he petitioned a Lodge, that time: “Oh, princn! Look at  yonder pyramid; 

IS informed in a great many ways that what he is see it is but stone. Even now time and the elements 
to engage in is WORK. have started disintegration. A material monnment 

very early in his 3fasonic career he that 1 can build, but in time it will he levelled. Only 
,,.lien the ~~d~~ meets it is at labor - the you can do the impossible thing YOU demand. Build 
charter of a Lodge empowers it to do Masonic your monument in the hearts Of men. Your name 
worlr - that he be proficient in the worlr of may he lost in time, but the effects of your good 
ea,ch degree before he the deeds, like the ripple on a shoreless sea,  ill go on 

MASONRY MEANS “WORK”; DUTIES 
IMPOSED ON ALL 

forever.” 
Caurtesy-‘’Nm Age.” of the next. His obligations impose duties upon him. 

IIe must earn his wages. He is to use Working 
Tools. In short, every implication in precept and 
symbolism is work. Now mork is the expenditure 
of energy, physical, mental and spiritual. MASONIC SYMBOLISM 

The object of this work is comprehensive. It in- 
cludes every conceivable department of human en- and others and no man Can escape that responsi- 
deavor. It embraces the whole of a man’s life, pri- bility. 
vate, social, political and economic. Because this is a Mason is a M~~~~ everywhere, and no matter 
true, it  too frequently f o l h v s  that there is slight \“hat roclr may have changed the channel of his 

voyage, he get is a worker for good wherever his attention given to any phase, and his life as a 
lot may be cast. No ,man has ever, even in life, Mason is, t o  say the least ineffective. 

May we not me11 say that Masonry is too big escaped the evil he did, and men generally die as 
for most of US Masons? We become SO awed by the they have lived. ‘‘For, as a man’s thoughts are, 80 
beauty of Masonry that we seldom do more than is he.’’ 
stand spellbound before it, speak of it in super- I t  is not: llowever, only as a symbol of good 
latives, become emotional when it touches our souls, and evil that the mosaic pavement is used in- Ria- 
and are content to experience the occasional thrill. sollry, for tllat is but:one of its applications, is 
There is always sentiment when human souls as- also a symbol of all t’be vicissitudes of life for its 
sociate together intimately, but the sentiment is squares of opposite colours symbolize the ,contrasts, 
only the pleasant by-product. the opposites of life. Death threatens the moment 

There is satisfaction of belonging to the  oldest we begin to live, and though our life may he long 
and noblest institution known to man, but the satis- and joyous, the sword of death is continually over 
faction is only again the pleasant by-product. Ma- 011r heads and any moment may turn our joy into 
sonry in short is not a series of pleasantries and sadness. The cradle aiid the grave are at best not 
satisfactions, it  is work and action, fa r  apart, comparatively no farther than the space 

between the white and black stones of the mosaic 
The objective of all work is t o  create, build, im- parement. The darkness of night vanishes 

prove, perpetuate. The individual must have this at the light of day ere the night cometh and darlr- 
objective with respect t o  himself. The first Working nesS again us, but another day will surely 
Tools Presented to the Mason are t o  be used w o n  dawn and darkness will again flee with the coming 
himself, to apportion his time, and to prepare his of the sun. 
nind. 

The mosaic pavement beneath our feet teaches 
us that though we cannot pass through life with- 
out meeting joy and sorrow, yet shall we triumph 
over all and even the king of terrors shall we 
trample under foot. 

(Continued from Page 36)  

K. W. Bro. Clarence A. Kopp, 
Grand orator, G. L. Oregon. 

-The Ashlar, Queanstand. THE MASTER BUILDER SPEAKS 

A prince of the house of Pharaoh often gazed 
lvith covetous eyes on the great pyramid of Giza. 
Little did he understand the meaning of that fab- 
ric, and believed it t o  be a memorial for one of his 
ancestors. In his youthful ambition he had a vision 
of his future reign, one of magificence of word and 
ileed that would not be lost to the world. He called 
in thc master architect of all Egypt and thus he 
spoke : 

“To you in my royal command. You will build 
for me in my name a lasting monnment t h a t  futnre 

Live not a useless, an impions, or an injurioufi 
life, for bound up with that life is the immutable 

of an endless retribution, and elements of 
God,s which rvill never spend their force, 
but continue ever t o  unfold with the ages of eternity. 
Be not deceived! God has formed thy nature thus to 
answer to the future. His law can never be abro- 
gated, nor His justice eluded; and forever and ever 
it will be true, that “whatsoever a man soweth. that 
also he shall reap,’’ 
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Masonic Symbolism 
Ornaments of a Lodge 

“The Ornaments of a Lodge,” says the monitor, 
“arc the Alozaic Pavement, the Indented Tessel and 
tlii: Blazing Star.” 

In the 1860 edition of his “Lexicon,” Mackey 
said: “The term, Mosaic., is supposed t o  have been 
clerked from the fact that Moses thus constructed 
the floor of the tabernacle. ,Mosaic or tesselated 

ing, according t o  all that I show thee the pattern 
of the tabernacle-even so shall ye make it.” (Ex. 
25:1, 9). 

These passages of Scripture have been quoted as 
cvidence that there xas a mosaic pavement in King 
Solomon‘s Temple. It is said t,hat the pavement 
which Moses saw on the mount, mas part of the 
pattern he mas t o  follow in building the Tabernacle, 
and that the pavement mhi~clr Pilate used as a 
judgment seat proves that there was such a pave- 
ment in the Temple of his day, since the Greek 
word translated “the pavement” was the word 
I’liny used f o r  “mosaic pavement.” 

It may be that there Tvas such a pavement in 
King Solomon’s Temple when a structure of stone 
replaced the tent, hut we do not h a w  t o  prove that 
l o  he a historical fact t o  validate our Masonic sym- 
bolism. Those who believe i t  t o  be a fact  may sup 
port that belief by saying that there is no historical 
evidence to prove the contrary, and in the absence 
of such proof the assertion of the Talmud that there 
was such a pavement in the Temple should he gircn 
some weight. 

narrmmts were very common among the ancients.” Bc that as it may, the symbolism of tlie m o w c  
I -~~~~~ ~ 

- 
pavement has an important place in Masonry. It is 
an old symbol of the Order and is found in our 
parliest rituals. Its alternate black and whit,e stones 

This mas a common opinioll of that time and 
wen  to-day there are Some ~vIa~ons who have the 

~ same idea, but it is an error vhich Mackey later 
aclmowledged in his writings. 

make a fitting symbol of human life, which as OUT 
Xonitor says, io. checkered with good and evil. 

The term, Mosiaic, as used in English,” says 
Ilunt, “is derived from two: different languages 
irith corresponding differenc!e in meaning. When 
w c  speak of the mosaic lam, the mosaic religion, 
the mosaic symbolism, etjc., we refer to the law, 
religion, etc., associated with the Jewish law-giver, 
Xloses; but when me refer t o  Mosaics, of which thc 
mosaic pavement is an illustration, we use a term 
coming to us from the Greek ‘musa,” throngh the 
Latin ‘mosaicus,’ the original meaning of which was  
’something artistic,,’ relating t o  the Muses.” 

Rro. George Frank Gouley once said : The spirit 
of GOOD is in a continual warfare with the spirit 
of EVIL, and i t  is a warfare that will not end till 
humanity shall cease to exist and t h e  heart of man 
shall no longer afford a battleground for the coii- 
test of passion. This small earth of ours is but one 
of the myriad planets which revolve in the illimit- 
able fields of space, and, f o r  aught we know, ma>- 
contain the fewest inhabitants of them all. Man, 
t,herefore, as me knon- him, in his best estate, is 
but an infinitesimal atom of the universe: but one 

thus derived, the term is applied to inlaid 
Irork, which mas a branch of the fine arts very 
prominent during the Miildlc Ages, though x e  also 
find traces of it  in nations of great antiquity as 
rvell as in modern times. It has beep used on walls, 
ccililkgs, and furniture, but its principle use is on 
i’1,oors. 

Xasonic tradition has it ‘that the ground floor 
of.I<ing Solomon’s Temple mas decorated wit11 a 
mosaic pavement of small square stones altrrllately 
black and white in COlOUr. This tradition is based 
on a few Biblical verses, t,hough there is no histori- 
(!a1 verification for its application t o  King solo- 
inon’s Temple other than t,he far!t of its bring 
i:ommonly used in his time. 

\Vlien Moses vent  up on t o  the mountain to re- 
wive instructions fo r  the building of the ’I’aber- 
ilaelc, h e  “saw the God of Israel, and there was 
lulder his fee t  as it were a paved work of sapphire 
i tonr ,  aiiil as it were the very heaven of cleaime ” 

(Ex. 24 : lo) ,  “And Jchovah spalrr. unto 3Knsi.s say- 

of the sands 011 the boundless shore of life. More 
helpless in infancy, than all created beings, and his 
years, in t,he great average of mortality, do not 
reach beyond childhood. At his primc he is hut 
it child in thc iron hand of circumstances, and is 
,compelled to work out his destiny on the checkered 
floor, equally set with good and evil. What then, 
is man? In  the true sense of his nature he is the 
only earthly l!mblem of immortality,  hi^^ 
elsc ceases at deat,h - man alone survives the 
TVre(:k of   iss solution and passes illto the realms of 
rternal thought ;tnd action; he alone is l;apahlc 
of cloing deeds that shall leave their impress uporl 
the  ages. What a solemn thought ! IVhat 
a vast f i e i (~  for  the reflecting mind 1 

\Ve are the warriors of TRUTH or the slaves 
of ER,R,OR. We are planting the seeds of GOOD- 
SESS or saving the tares of evil. No man lives or 
ilics unto himself; the faintest thought expressed 
07 rrord iitt,errrl has its influence upon oiirsrJlvcs 

(Continued on Page 35)  
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