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THE 6000 NEWS OF CHRISTWIS 

Down the corridors of time, and reaching our ea r s  today, has t ravel led the 
ange l ' s  message - "Behold, I bring good t idings of g rea t  joy which shal l  be 
t o  a l l  people." (Luke 2:lO) 

What do the good t id ings  mean, - What does Christmas mean t o  us? The 
answer the 
ange l ' s  message hastened t o  Bethlehem, t o  see the fulf i lment  of GOD'S 
promise, and found the CHRIST-child lying in a manager: and  w i t h  glad 
hear ts  they worshiped! The world a t  large knows i t  i s  Christmas - a 
f e s t i v e  season, of merry-making, of j o l l i t y ,  and happiness; b u t  i t  ignores 
H i m  who i s  the reason fo r  the f e s t i v a l .  

The Son of God who v i s ib ly  entered human l i f e  a n d  experience through His 
Birth a t  Bethlehem - 'house of bread' ,  i s  as i t  were, l e f t  i n  the rude 
manger because the unthinking and uncaring bent upon h a v i n g  a good time 
only, s t i l l  protest  t ha t  there  i s  no room fo r  CHRIST i n  their Inn. 

However, t o  those who have e t e r n i t y  i n  view, the coming of CHRIST JESUS a t  
Christmas means tha t  God has vis i ted His people t o  aid them i n  t h e i r  
ea r th ly  pilgrimage; t o  give them the a b i l i t y  to  overcome every evi l  
propensity; t o  del iver  them from the consequences of s i n ,  assuring 
peni tents  of forgiveness; and t o  re-affirm t o  them t h e i r  c i t i zensh ip  in 
tha t  ce l e s t i a l  kingdom, not made w i t h  hands. These are  they who a t  
Christmas-tide especial ly ,  w i t h  hearts f u l l  of joy and thanksgiving, o f f e r  
worship and high praise t o  t h e i r  LORD JESUS CHRIST, the A u t h o r  of t h e i r  
Salvation. 

By taking humanity upon Himself, JESUS has restored t o  our defaced image 
i t s  l o s t  beauty, and re-invested i t  w i t h  heavenly digni ty .  Through CHRIST 
t h i s  human nature no more i s  poor; b u t  glorious,  and by divine grace i s  
again capable of the highest ,  noblest ,  and purest a sp i r a t ions  and deeds. 

"Though CHRIST a thousand times, In Bethleham be born 

If He's not born i n  thee,  Thy soul i s  s t i l l  forlorn".  

- Angelius S i l e s ius  

i s  found i n  emulating i n  f a i t h ,  those shepherds who on hearing 

V.W.Bro. The Reverend J.H. Eden Ph i l lpo t t s ,  Grand Chaplain. 
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BANFF SPRING WRKSHOP 

Excerpt f rom t h e  Theme Address g iven by Bro. 
T ink  Robinson a t  t h e  Masonic Spr ing Workshop a t  
Banf f ,  1986. 

On Membership and Lodge L i f e  

The Lodges who are  l o s i n g  members must examine 
t h e i r  own members' personal growth record.  Be 
r e f l e c t i v e ,  seek help,  ask yourse lves t h i s  ques- 
t i o n  -- "Are we p r a c t i s i n g  what Masonry has t o  
teach us, o r  a re  we i n  a r u t  and r e s i s t a n t  t o  
h e l p i n g  ourse lves  t o  make t h e  changes necessary 
f o r  our s u r v i v a l ? "  When sen io r  Lodge members 
mistake r i g i d  t h i n k i n g  f o r  wisdom, t h e y  b u r y  
t h e i r  lodges i n  t h e  p a s t  and c l o s e  t h e i r  doors t o  
the  l i g h t  o f  t h e  present  day. These b r e t h r e n  
would n o t  cons ider  p lough ing  a f i e l d  t h e  way our  
p ioneer ing  ances tors  d i d ,  o r  t r a v e l l i n g  south f o r  
the  w i n t e r  i n  a covered wagon. Yet so of ten  t h e  
Lodges w i t h  problems a r e  be ing  operated l i k e  an 
"Old Boys" c l u b ,  w i t h  a dogmatic a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
runs d i r e c t l y  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  t h a t  
Masonry espouses. 

We see some c o u n t r y  lodge c l o s i n g  down because 
t h e i r  towns have c losed down. We observe some 
c i t y  lodges hav ing  problems because they  have n o t  
developed t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  and ne ighbour l iness  t h a t  
i s  a n a t u r a l  p a r t  o f  a count ry  lodge. But, t h e  
bottom l i n e  when i t  a p p l i e s  t o  a d ropp ing  
attendance versus a h e a l t h y  membership, i s  t h a t  
t h e  t r u e  s p i r i t  of masonry i s  n o t  be ing  p r a c t i s e d  
and, t h e r f o r e ,  new members are  l o s i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  
o r  a re  s imp ly  n o t  be ing  a t t r a c t e d  t o  ask f o r  a 
p e t i t i o n .  

Remember, b re th ren ,  t h e  S p i r i t  of Masonry i s  
f e l l o w s h i p .  It i s  a f e e l i n g  of belonging. I t  i s  
a f e e l i n g  o f  be ing  p a r t  o f  something wor thwh i le .  
I f  a Lodge i n s i s t s  on a l l o w i n g  d u l l ,  p o o r l y  run  
business meetings and doesn ' t  know how t o  serve 
up an evening o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o p i c s  and some good 
o l d  fashioned l a u g h t e r ,  then i t  has s igned i t s  
own death c e r t i f i c a t e .  Ask y o u r s e l f  -- What k i n d  
o f  person do you l i k e  t o  be around; one who 
makes you f e e l  good and wor thy o f  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p ,  
o r  a sanctimonious grouch, who c a n ' t  laugh a t  
h i m s e l f  l e t  a lone laugh w i t h  you. Lodges are  t h e  
r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e i r  members' a t t i t u d e s  w i t h i n  
them. I t ' s  j u s t  p l a i n  common sense. You, t h e  mem- 
bers,  a re  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  your  Lodge. I n  which k i n d  
o f  Lodge do you belong? can YOU do t o  make 
i t  a happier  and more prosperous p lace  o f  L i g h t .  

What 

REPORT FROM THE C4 COWITTEE FORMED AS A RESULT 
OF TABLING THE WTION TO RESTRUCTURE THE GENERAL 
PURPOSE COWITTEE 

The i n i t i a l  meet ing  o f  t h e  C4 committee was h e l d  
on Tuesday, September 30th, 1986. The main pur-  
pose f o r  t h i s  meet ing was t o  determine the  para- 
meters f o r  t h e  committee and t o  develop a t ime- 
l i n e  f o r  i t s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  

The committee cons iders  i t s  f i r s t  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  
be: 

- t o  communicate t o  each o f  t h e  lodges, w i t h i n  
the  j u r i s i d i c t i o n ,  through t h e  D i s t r i c t  Deputy 
Grand Master, t h e  importance o f  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  mot ion  which cou ld  have a s i g n i f i c a n t  
impact upon t h i s  j u r i s d i c i t o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

- t o  encourage members, a group o f  members, and 
i n d i v i d u a l  lodge o r  a group of lodges etc.,  t o  
submit comments, regard ing  t h i s  motion, t o  t h e  
committee i n  o r d e r  t o  a s i s t  i t  i n  i t s  mandate. 

The Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Norman F. Oslund, 
w i l l  be d i r e c t i n g  a f u r t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  a l l  lodges 
request ing  t h a t  some p o r t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  Lodge 
meetings be focused towards g i v i n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n  
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d iscuss  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  motion. 

While January 31st .  1987 was o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  as 
the  dead l ine  f o r  t h e  submission o f  comments, 
b r i e f s ,  e t c .  t h e  committee would apprec ia te  
m a t e r i a l  a t  anytime, p r e f e r a b l y  as soon as 
poss ib le .  

Please d i r e c t  your  correspondence t o  t h e  Grand 
Secretary, Grand Lodge o f  A lber ta ,  330 - 12 th  
Avenue S.W., Ca lgary  A l b e r t a .  T2R OH2 

QUESTION OF THE WKTH 

How i s  t h e  s i g n  of assent ( v o t i n g  s i g n  of t h e  
Order)  g iven  i n  Lodge and where d i d  i t  o r i g i n a t e ?  

ANSWER TO QUESTION OF THE WNTH 

Answer t o  October Quest ion  of t h e  Month which 
asked when i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  smoke a t  the  
Fes t ive  Board. I t  has became t h e  custom t h a t  i t  
i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  smoke p r i o r  t o  t h e  t o a s t  t o  
the  Queen and The C r a f t .  The i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  
t h a t  permiss ion  t o  smoke should be g iven by the  
Jun io r  Warden who i s  i n  charge o f  t h e  F e s t i v e  
Board. To g i v e  permiss ion  t o  smoke i s  n o t  t o  
recommend i t  and i n  f a c t  some lodges announce 
t h a t  " those who MUST smoke, may" which i s  more a 
s i g n  of non-approval b u t  due t o  t h e  to le rance of 
Freemasonry, no o b j e c t i o n  i s  made. Due t o  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  non-smokers, lodges should 
g i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  bo th  groups o f  b r e t h r e n  and 
p o s s i b l e  cons ider  smoking g u i d e l i n e s  which would 
be s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  a l l  b r e t h r e n  a t t e n d i n g  
meetings . 
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GRAND L D W E  OF ALBERTA, A.F. 6 A.M. 
BENEVOLENCE RIND 

The Masonic Benevolent  Fund o f  A l b e r t a  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by a r e s o l u t i o n  adopted a t  t h e  Grand 
Lodge communication o f  June, 1919. I n i t i a l  
funding came from t h e  merg ing o f  t h r e e  then  
e x i s t i n g  c h a r i t a b l e  funds, l a t e r  supplemented b y  
a Spec ia l  Assessment and annual assessments which 
were con t inued  t o  t h e  end o f  1964. There have 
been no assessments s i n c e  1964. 

The Fund was a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  Committee on 
Benevolence u n t i l  1935. A t  t h e  Communication o f  
1935 t h e  Committee was d i s c o n t i n u e d  and r e p l a c e d  
b y  t h e  Board o f  Benevolence, w i t h  s i x  e l e c t e d  
members, two members appo in ted  by t h e  Grand 
Master, t h e  Grand Master, t h e  Deputy Grand 
Master, t h e  Grand T reasu re r  and t h e  Grand 
Sec re ta ry .  It r e p o r t s  annua l l y ,  t h rough  i t s  
P res iden t ,  t o  t h e  Grand Lodge Communication. 

The r e g u l a t i o n s  gove rn ing  t h e  use of benevolence 
funds  a re  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( S e c t i o n s  
400 t o  413). The Board meets f o u r  t i m e s  p e r  y e a r  
t o  deal  w i t h  r e q u e s t s  f o r  ass i s tance .  However, 
emergency reques ts  do n o t  have t o  a w a i t  a 
r e g u l a r l y  scheduled meeting. The P r e s i d e n t  i s  
empowered t o  t a k e  i n t e r i m  a c t i o n  ( s u b j e c t  t o  
l a t e r  approval  by t h e  Board) t o  g i v e  a i d .  I f  he 
i s  unsure o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of what he proposes t o  
do, he w i l l  c o n s u l t  t h e  Grand Master and any 
members o f  t h e  Board t h a t  he can reach  i n  
reasonable t i m e  b y  te lephone.  

The Board o f  Benevolence must depend upon t h e  
Lodges t o  b r i n g  cases o f  d i s t r e s s  t o  i t s  
a t t e n t i o n  and t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  documentat ion 
necessary f o r  t h e  Board t o  make a f a i r  d e c i s i o n  
as t o  t h e  amount o f  h e l p  t h a t  i s  needed. T h i s  
d u t y  f a l l s  m a i n l y  on t h e  Worshipful Master and 
t h e  Lodge Sec re ta ry .  

The names of t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  a r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
Copies o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and s u p p o r t i n g  comments 
a r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  Board w i t h  t h e  
names and addresses b lacked  o u t ;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
documents a r e  k e p t  on f i l e  i n  t h e  Grand Lodge 
O f f i c e ,  and a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  excep t  i n  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c i rcumstances.  Thus we p r o t e c t  t h e  
p r i v a c y  and s e n s i t i v i t i e s  o f  o u r  d i s t r e s s e d  
Brethren,  t h e i r  widows and t h e i r  orphans. 

I t  has always been, and con t inues  t o  be, an ex- 
p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Lodge r e q u e s t i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  
f o r  a q u a l i f i e d ,  d i s t r e s s e d  person be p repared  t o  
c a r r y  an a p p r o p r i a t e  share o f  t h e  cos ts .  It i s  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  many smal l  Lodge do n o t  have t h e  
money t o  c o n t r i b u t e  more than  a smal l  p a r t  of 
these cos ts ,  b u t  t hose  Lodge t h a t  can, shou ld  be 
w i l l i n g  t o  meet up t o  one h a l f  of t h e  amount 
r e q u i r e d .  Not many can, b u t  eve ry  Lodge i s  urged 
t o  do i t s  b e s t  t o  share i n  r e l i e v i n g  d i s t r e s s  t o  
t h e  utmost of i t s  a b i l i t y .  

The board hopes t h a t  a l l  Lodges share t h e  o p i n i o n  
t h a t ,  a l t hough  t h e y  must be p ruden t  i n  t h e  use of 
resources, t h e r e  i s  no need t o  be n i g g a r d l y .  The 

a im i s  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  d i s t r e s s e d .  T h i s  can b e s t  
be done i f  t h e  Board has t h e  unders tand ing  and 
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  Lodges. Lodges seek ing  adv i ce  
and guidance shou ld  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n s u l t  t h e  
Grand Sec re ta ry .  He i s  t h o r o u g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  
a s s i s t  you. 

Copies of form No. 53, P e t i t i o n  F o r  Ass i s tance ,  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  th rough  t h e  Lodge S e c r e t a r i e s  o r  
t h e  Grand Lodge O f f i c e .  The form must be 
completed i n  f u l l  and t h e  r e q u i r e d  m o t i o n  must be 
brought  be fo re  a Lodge b e f o r e  r e q u e s t s  may be 
considered b y  t h e  Board of Benevolence. Upon 
complet ion o f  t hese  requi rements,  t h e  form i s  t o  
be sen t  t o  t h e  Board o f  Benevolence t h r o u g h  t h e  
Of f ice o f  t h e  Grand Sec re ta ry .  

Lodges and members a r e  reminded t h a t  a t  no t i m e  
should a P e t i t i o n e r  be sen t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Grand 
Lodge Off ice. I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
Lodge t o  conduc t  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which may be 
necessary and t o  complete t h e  r e q u i r e d  form No. 
53. 

The t i m e  t a k e n  i n  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  P e t i t i o n  shou ld  
n o t  d e l a y  t h e  Lodge i n  p r o v i d i n g  any u r g e n t l y  
r e q u i r e d  a s s i s t a n c e .  The Lodge must meet t h e  
immediate needs u n t i l  t h e  Board as a whole, o r  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  can determine t h e  f i n a l  amount of 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  be p rov ided .  

A l l  g r a n t s  from t h e  Board o f  Benevolence a r e  
i ssued  i n  t h e  form o f  a Grand Lodge cheque made 
o u t  t o  t h e  Lodge. D i r e c t  payments t o  t h e  
P e t i t i o n e r  a r e  n o t  n o r m a l l y  a l lowed.  I t  i s  t h e  
Lodge's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  manage t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of t h e  g r a n t  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  i n  t h e  manner 
which i s  de te rm ined  by t h e  Board t o  be i n  t h e  
bes t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h a t  P e t i t i o n e r .  

If t h e  Lodge has, p r i o r  t o  r e c e i v i n g  funds from 
t h e  Board, i s s u e d  funds  i n  excess of t h e  amount 
agreed as t h e  Lodge's  p o r t i o n ,  t h e  Lodge w i l l  
r ecove r  t h a t  excess upon r e c e i v i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
cheque. 

AIRDRIE IIEETINGS 

Mosiac Lodge No. 176 o f  Calgary,  h e l d  a s p e c i a l  
Lodge n e e t i n g  on October. The mee t ing  was h e l d  
i n  t h e  Ci ty of A i r d r i e  and newspaper 
adve r t i semen ts  were p u b l i s h e d  i n v i t i n g  A i r d r i e  
Masons t o  t h e  meet ing.  Approx ima te l y  40 b r e t h r e n  
a t tended  t h e  mee t ing  and t h e  Grand Master ,  Deputy 
Grand Master, S e n i o r  Grand Warden, J u n i o r  Grand 
Warden and o t h e r  Grand Lodge O f f i c e r s  were a l s o  
p resen t .  The mee t ing  c o n s i s t e d  m a i n l y  o f  debate 
on t h e  p r o s  and cons of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a Lodge i n  
A i r d r i e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
A l b e r t a  Lodge h a l l s  and t h e i r  h i s t o r i e s .  It was 
an e x c e l l e n t  and i n t e r e s t i n g  f i r s t  mee t ing  t o  be 
h e l d  i n  t h e  C i ty  o f  A i r d r i e .  Now t h e  i s s u e  i s  i n  
t h e  hands of t h e  A i r d r i e  b r e t h r e n  and W.Bro. 
Gary Giesbrecht ,  o f  A i r d r i e ,  (phone 948-7216) has 
agreed t o  a c t  as c o n t a c t  person. 
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FIRST THOUGHTS OF A NEWLY RAISED MASTER MASON 

I would l i k e  t o  share my thoughts w i t h  you on 
being newly r a i s e d  t o  t h e  Degree of Master Mason, 
and t h e  newest member o f  Strathmore Lodge. 

Looking back on why I p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  membership I 
f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p i n p o i n t .  My f a t h e r  was a 
Mason from about 1959 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1980 and 
a Past Master o f  K ing George Lodge i n  Calgary. 
He was always v e r y  s e c r e t i v e  about Masonry and 
u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  my i n i t i a t i o n  I thought  t h a t  I 
knew n o t h i n g  about Masonry. That was n o t  t h e  
case o f  the  examples he s e t  were c l e a r l y  those of 
Masonic teachings. The respec t  I have f o r  him 
and the  respec t  he showed and rece ived from 
o thers ,  i n s p i r e d  me t o  t r y  t o  become t h e  t y p e  of 
person he had been. For severa l  years a f t e r  h i s  
death I considered j o i n i n g  t h e  C r a f t  b u t  had no 
idea how t o  go about i t  o r  who t o  ask. 

I n  t a l k i n g  one evening w i t h  B r o t h e r  G a l l u c c i ,  
whom I had known f o r  many years, I d iscovered 
t h a t  he was a mason, and i n  f a c t  had been 
sponsored by my f a t h e r .  I t o l d  him t h a t  I would 
l i k e  t o  become a Mason, and he o f f e r e d  t o  sponsor 
me. 

My f i r s t  n i g h t  a t  Lodge w i t h  numerous 
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  and my t r y i n g  t o  remember names 
together  w i t h  t h e  l o n g  w a i t  i n  the  o u t e r  h a l l w a y  
made the  i n i t i a t i o n  ceremony i t s e l f  seem easy i n  
comparison. The most d i f f i c u l t  p a r t  of degree 
work f o r  me was n o t  i n  memorizing the  work b u t  i n  
speaking be fore  an audience. I t  i s  a fear  I hope 
t o  overcome. The most impress ive p a r t  of Degree 
work was i n  be ing  ra ised.  The r e a d i n g  of 
Ecc les ias tes ,  s t i l l  f r e s h  i n  my mind f rom the  
read ing  f o r  a deceased Bro ther ,  r e a l l y  s t r u c k  
home. It was a b e a u t i f u l  p iece  o f  work, and one 
t h a t  I w i l l  never f o r g e t .  

I t r i e d  t o  sum up what I f e l t  were t h e  most 
impor tan t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  degree and see if t h e y  
co inc ided w i t h  V i r t u e ,  M o r a l i t y ,  and B r o t h e r l y  
Love. I r e c a l l e d  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  and what t h e y  
s t ressed;  honour and v i r t u e  above rank  and 
for tune,  a c t i n g  on the  square, and t h e  F i v e  
Po in ts  o f  Fel lowship.  

The Working Tools  o f  t h e  t h r e e  Degree's each w i t h  
t h e i r  spec ia l  lessons t o  be a p p l i e d  t o  our  
morals. The J u n i o r  and Senior  Wardens l e c t u r e s ,  
which conta ined complete exp lanat ions  and i n n e r  
meanings r e l a t e d  t o  every  f i x t u r e  i n  t h e  Lodge 
Room, from t i l e d  f l o o r  t o  t h e  Stars  on t h e  
c e i l i n g .  The Volume of t h e  Sacred Law t o  gu ide 
us;  the  Tassels  represent ing  Temperance, 
F o r t i t u d e ,  Prudence, and J u s t i c e  are  most 
impress ive a t t r i b u t e s  we should c u l t i v a t e  i n  
ourse lves.  Every p iece  o f  work has something t o  
t e l l  us. The genuine secre ts  o f  a Master Mason 
are  the  pure and blameless l i f e .  I see t h e  t r u e  
Mason as n e i t h e r  a s p e c t a t o r  n o r  a memorizer, b u t  
one who works t o  b u i l d  a b e t t e r  wor ld  by f i r s t  
improv ing h imse l f .  

B r o t h e r  Doug Picken, Strathmore No. 53 

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 



ME INVESTIGATING COWITTEE 

L e t  us p r e s e n t  s i x  l i t t l e  words which may h e l p  a 
B r o t h e r  who f i n d s  h i m s e l f  a member o f  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  committee. WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY 
and HOW. The f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  g i v e  you an i d e a  o f  
some o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  s p r i n g  f r o m  these  key 
words: 

WHO - i s  he? ( n o t  j u s t  h i s  name.) 
does he know? 
does he a s s o c i a t e  w i t h ?  

WHAT- a r e  h i s  reasons f o r  p e t i t i o n i n g ?  
i s  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n ?  
i s  h i s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  comuni ty? 
i s  h i s  genera l  r e p u t a t i o n  a t  work? 
i s  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward GOD? 

WHEN- d i d  he become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Freemasonry? 
d i d  he come t o  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ?  

WHERE-does he l i v e ?  
d i d  he come f rom? 
does he spend h i s  l e i s u r e  t i m e ?  

WHY - i s  he seeking membership? 
d i d  he w a i t  u n t i l  now? 
i s  he p e t i t i o n i n g  you Lodge? 

HOW - does he i n t e n d  t o  serve Freemasonry? 
does he i n t e n d  t o  conduct  h i m s e l f ?  
has he l i v e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ?  

I n  a d d i t o n  t o  t h e  above suggest ions t h e r e  a r e  a 
few DON'TS which whould be considered.  

DON'T - l o o k  a t  a man and t h i n k  he i s  a l l  r i g h t .  
DON'T - t h i n k  he w i l l  reform. 
DCN'T - be guided b y  h i s  own r e p o r t s .  
DON'T - be a f r a i d  t o  ask quest ions.  
DON'T - r e p o r t  u n t i l  you a r e  s a t i s f i e d .  
DON'T - l e a v e  YOU work of i n v e s t i u a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  

R.Y.Bro. 'O.C.' Smith 

A l b e r t a  Masons and f r i e n d s  of "O.C." were sadden- 
ed t o  l e a r n  o f  h i s  pass ing  on A p r i l  29th, 1986, 
j u s t  a few days a f t e r  hav ing  c e l e b r a t e d  h i s  l O l s t  
b i r t h d a y  on A p r i l  25th.  

"O.C." was b o r n  i n  De lo ra ine ,  Manitoba, on A p r i l  
25th, 1885, and e n t e r e d  Freemasonry on December 
17th, 1907 i n  F o r e s t  Lodge No. 393 G.R.C.. He 
came t o  A l b e r t a  i n  1911 as a bank manager a t  
Wainwright, and moved t o  Hanna, Cas to r ,  Okotoks 
and f i n a l l y  t o  C a l g a r y  i n  1934. 

Dur ing  h i s  s o j u r n ,  " O . C . "  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  B u f f a l o  
Park Lodge No. 44, Hanna No. 78 ( C h a r t e r  Member 
and Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r  1914) Beaver Lodge No. 56  
and f i n a l l y  Z e t l a n d  Lodge No. 83, where he 
served as W o r s h i p f u l  Master  i n  1943. 

He r e c e i v e d  h i s  50 y e a r  Jewel i n  1958, 60 y e a r  
Bar  i n  1968, 70 y e a r  Bar  i n  1978 and had he l i v e d  
u n t i l  1988, he would have r e c e i v e d  h i s  80 y e a r  
bar ,  which i s  an e v e n t  v e r y  r a r e l y  a t t a i n e d  i n  
Freemasonry. 

"O.C.", was a member o f  Ca lga ry  Lodge o f  Perfec- 
t i o n  (Pas t  T h r i c e  P u i s s a n t  Grand Master) ,  D e l t a  
Chapter Rose C r o i x  (Pas t  Most Wise Sovere ign ) ,  a 
Char te r  Member o f  S o u t h a l t a  C o n s i s t o r y ) ,  and a 
33 rd  Degree Mason w i t h  50,60,70 y e a r  j e w e l s ) .  

He served as J u n i o r  Grand Warden i n  1940 and 
D.D.G.M. o f  D i s t r i c t  No. 18 i n  1848. A w e l l  
l oved  b r o t h e r  whose memory l i v e s  on. 

FROM ME NOTICES 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

ALL OFFICERS 
As an o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Lodge, y o u r  f i r s t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  
Lodge. I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  you r  d u t y  t o  a r r a n g e  y o u r  
p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s  i n s o f a r  as i s  p o s s i b l e  
t o  p e r m i t  y o u r  p u n c t u a l  and r e g u l a r  a t tendance  a t  
a l l  meet ings and degree rehearsa ls .  

I f  y o u r  absence i s  unavoidable,  i t  i s  y o u r  d u t y  
t o  n o t i f y  t h e  Worsh ip fu l  Mas te r  o r  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  
i n  charge as soon as p o s s i b l e  so t h a t  he may 
a r range  f o r  y o u r  rep lacement .  

If ci rcums tances  a r e  such t h a t  you w i l l  n o t  be 
a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  f o r  an extended p e r i o d  of t ime,  i t  
would be b e t t e r  t h a t  you s t e p  down r a t h e r  than  
d i s r u p t  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  Lodge a f f a i r s  b y  y o u r  
i n a c t i v i t y .  

Each o f f i c e r  ough t  t o  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  By-Laws o f  h i s  Lodge and t h e  
R i t u a l .  He must, o f  course. be a b l e  t o  execute 
w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  those  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  r i t u a l  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h i s  o f f i c e .  

I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  each o f f i c e r  t o  l e a r n  
t h e  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  wh ich  he has 
been e l e c t e d  o r  appo in ted  and t o  c a r r y  o u t  t hose  
d u t i e s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  a b i l i t i e s .  

From t h e  n o t i c e  o f  K i t c h e n e r  Lodge No. 95 

- 
l a s t  day. 

DON'T - l e t  t h e  o t h e r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  committee 
do you r  work. 

day. 
DON'T - f o r g e t  he may be Master  o f  t h e  Lodge some 

From Masonic L i g h t ,  S.C. 

SECRETARIES FOR HEETINGS 

A number of Grand Lodge Committees r e q u i r e  a 
s e c r e t a r y  t o  t a k e  m inu tes  of meetings. These 
meetings may be h e l d  i n  Edmonton, Red Deer o r  
Calgary and v o l u n t e e r s  i n  each of t hese  c e n t r e s  
would be welcomed w i t h  p leasure.  If you a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s s i s t i n g  these committees t h r o u g h  
y o u r  s k i l l s  p lease  c o n t a c t  t h e  Grand Sec re ta ry .  

BULLETIN CMITTEE 

The Grand Lodge B u l l e t i n  Committee has two 
a d d i t i o n a l  members who were n o t  l i s t e d  l a s t  month - Bro. Wes Thomas and R.W. Bro. A1 T e u l i n g .  
Both these b r e t h r e n  a r e  t o  be thanked f o r  t h e i r  
w i l l i n g  help.  



GRAND LODGE OF ALBERTA BULLETIN 

BREAKING THE WLIAR BARRIER 
A NEW YEAR'S THOUGHT 

No t h i s  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  measurement o f  
a i r  r e s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  j u s t  what i t  says, a measure- 
ment of money. do you remember i n  t h e  o l d  days 
when t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  Lodge bene f i t ed  b y  a dime? 
Then g r a d u a l l y  as i n f l a t i o n  rea red  i t s  u g l y  head, 
we went up t o  a q u a r t e r  and then up t o  f i f t y  
cents .  F i n a l l y  most o f  us were g l a d  t o  h e l p  
those  i n  need w i t h  a d o l l a r  b i l l .  How l o n g  have 
we been p u t t i n g  i n  t h a t  one d o l l a r  b i l l ?  F o r  t o o  
long, one fears. A l though  i n f l a t i o n  i s  n o t  so 
bad, we s t i l l  have i t , and f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e  we 
ought  t o  re-assess a l l  t h a t  we do. The one 
d o l l a r  of t e n  y e a r s  ago should be a t  l e a s t  two 
d o l l a r s  these days. It i s  o n l y  t h e  generous 
dona t ions  o f  t hose  who p u t  f i v e  o r  t e n  d o l l a r s  
i n t o  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  h e l p  us t o  keep o u r  
t o t a l s  h i g h  and a l l o w  us t o  suppor t  those i n  
need. Have you though t  o f  b r e a k i n g  t h e  D o l l a r  
B a r r i e r ?  

Adapted f r o m  London Grand Rank Q u a r t e r l y  B u l l e t i n  
August 1986. 

I N  IIEII)RY 

On August l o t h ,  a memorial p laque was u n v e i l e d  t o  
t h e  memory o f  V.W.Rro. Byron Moore who d i e d  
t r a g i c a l l y  i n  t h e  H i n t o n  t r a i n  d i s a s t e r .  V.W. 
Bro. Moore was a Pas t  Master  o f  V e r m i l i o n  Lodge 
No. 24 and had been S e c r e t a r y  f o r  a number o f  
years.  P resen t  a t  t h e  ceremony, i n  t h e  museum 
s i t e  o f  V e r m i l i o n  P r o v i n c i a l  Park, were many 
Bre th ren  i n c l u d i n g  M.W. Bro. N. Oslund, t h e  
Grand Master  and R.W. Bro. R. Tay lo r ,  D.D.G.M. 
o f  D i s t r i c t  No. 10. 

- I I  

CASCAM LODGE NO. 5 

A r e g u l a r  commicat ion o f  s a i d  Lodge was h e l d  a t  
Masonic H a l l  i n  A n t h r a c i t e  on t h e  even ing  o f  May 
25, A.D. 1888, A.L. 5888 a t  wh ich  communication 
B r o t h e r  James Brogden DDGM assumed t h e  East .  

Bro. R.G. B r e t t  was p laced  i n  t h e  West and Bro. 
D.H. St rachan i n  t h e  South. 

By d i r e c t i o n  o f  DDGM t h e  l e t t e r  o f  d i s p e n s a t i o n  
was then  read, a f t e r  which t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
new Lodge were c a l l e d  t o  t h e  East, and were each 
i n v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  Jewel of h i s  O f f i c e ,  as 
fo l l ows :  

Bro. H. Ransford, W.M. 
Bro. R.G. B r e t t  as p r o x y  f o r  W.M. A r n o t t  S.W. 
Bro. D.M. St rachan,  J.W. 
Bro. A. McNei l ,  S.D. 
Bro. 0. Keefe, J.D. 

The seve ra l  o f f i c e r s  then assumed t h e i r  p roper  
s t a t i o n s ,  t h e  W.M. on t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  DDGM i n  
t h e  East. 

The Lodge was then  opened b y  t h e  DDGM on t h e  
t h i r d  degree o f  Masonry and t h e  charges d e l i v e r e d  
t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and b r e t h r e n .  

E x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  H i s t o r i c  R e g i s t e r  o f  Cascade 
Lodge No. 5 wh ich  w i l l  be c e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  100th 
Ann ive rsa ry  i n  1988. Keep t h e  y e a r  i n  mind. 

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER 

T h i s  y e a r  t h e  annual p i l g r i m a g e  o f  t h e  Grand 
Master o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia and o f  many b r e t h r e n  
f rom h i s  and s i s t e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
s i t e  o f  B a r k e r v i l l e  ( o f  go ld rush  fame), wh ich  
cu lm ina ted  i n  a mee t ing  of Car iboo Lodge No. 4, 
R.C.R., a banquet  and a church parade, was 
a t tended  by a d e l e g a t i o n  f rom A l b e r t a .  Shown i n  
t h e  p i c t u r e  a re ,  f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  R.W.Bro. 
Tony Rocchio, DDGM No. 3, R.W. Bro. Rober t  
Juthner ,  DGM, and R.W. Bro. Char les  Young, 
PDDGM and S e c r e t a r y  o f  D i s t r i c t  No. 3. 

M.W.Bro. N. Oslund; The p laque on a caboose; R.W. 
Bro. R. T a y l o r .  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

"The m y s t i c  bond o f  b ro the rhood  makes a l l  men 
one" 

Thomas C a r l y l e  (1795-1881) 


