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EASTER AND FREMAU)WRY 

The annual ly 
throughout Christendom i n  commemoration of the resurrect ion o f  Jesus Chr is t ,  on the f i r s t  Sunday a f te r  
the f u l l  moon f o l l o w i n g  the vernal equinox." But whence the name? Bede der ives the word easter, o r  
eastre i n  Old English, from Eostre, b e t t e r  known as Ostara, the Teutonic goddess of the spr ing whose 
f e s t i v a l  was celebrated a t  the vernal equinox. When C h r i s t i a n i t y  had reached the Teutons. it took 
advantage of t h e i r  r i t e s  and customs associated w i t h  observance of the a r r i v a l  of spr ing and the  r e b i r t h  
of nature a f t e r  a long winter,  and so the death of winter  and the r e t u r n  o f  the sun were a p t l y  used t o  
celebrate and exp la in  the doct r ine o f  the resu r rec t i on  as taught by the church. 

M.W.Bro. W.J. C o l l e t t ,  i n  h i s  paper "The Mists  of An t iqu i t y "  (VOX LUCIS, Vol.1, No. 2, 1981) reminds 
us of the death and resurrect ion of the Goddess of F e r t i l i t y  i n  p r i m i t i v e  r e l i g i o n .  I n  Babylonian 
mythology, the great Mother Goddess I s h t a r  (Astar te)  "embodied a l l  the reproduct ive p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and 
energies of nature. If Adonis died, I s h t a r  was without a lover,  and she would not  be f e r t i l i z e d  and 
consequently would f a i l  t o  reproduce." I s h t a r  would search f o r  him i n  the Underworld where the Queen of 
the dead "would refuse t o  release Adonis u n t i l  the messengers of the gods arr ived, t o  sp r ink le  the Water 
of L i f e  on both Adonis and Ishtar .  When t h i s  was done they were ra i sed  from the tomb of death t o  the 
upper world. When the r a i s i n g  was complete the wonderful world o f  nature was revived and hope reborn f o r  
the f e r t i l i t y  o f  the world. This legend i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because i t  embodies several facets of the 
Chr is t ian Rel ig ion.  The s p r i n k l i n g  of water, the descent o f  the hope o f  the wor ld i n t o  the realms o f  
darkness, the r e v i v a l  of l i f e  and hope for  the world. I t  also has w i t h i n  i t  elements o f  the legend of 
H i r a m  Abif." 

M.W.Bro. E.J. Thompson (GLB, Vo1.33. No. 8, 1968) said, "Easter i s  the ce lebrat ion o f  b e l i e f  i n  the 
existence o f  l i f e  beyond the experience we c a l l  'death'.  Easter i s  the symbol of hope, hope n o t  on l y  f o r  
t h i s  e a r t h l y  l i f e  but hope for  l i f e  i n  a new dimension beyond the grave.'' Another of our Past Grand 
Masters. M.W. Bro. F.G. Fox, has addressed t h i s  top i c  (GLB, Vo1.36, No. 8, 1971), s ta t i ng ,  'I... 

remember t h a t  the Masonic Order i s  not  an exc lus i ve l y  Chr is t ian order, and t h a t  we have many thousands o f  
brethren devoted t o  other  fa i ths.  Masons, then, would do wel l  t o  t h i n k  of the q u a l i t i e s  o f  the man, 
Jesus, i n  a secular as wel l  as r e l i g i o u s  sense, and t o  consider some o f  the special  q u a l i t i e s  displayed 
by him t h a t  can be revered and sought a f t e r  by every man of every f a i t h ,  and espec ia l l y  by every man who 
seeks t o  become b e t t e r  than he i s . "  

The Hiramic legend o f  our Master Mason's Degree, though symbolic, i s  a legend of the v i c t o r y  of man over 
a l l  t h a t  i s  base i n  himsel f ,  and over death. Masonry symbol ical ly i n i t i a t e s  us i n t o  the e te rna l  l i f e  
here and now. The catch i s ,  t ha t  we have to l i v e  and act  according t o  the  precepts taught t o  us, t o  earn 
such imnor ta l i t y .  Masonry, 
as i t  has been among almost a l l  nat ions o f  an t i qu i t y ,  the Egyptians, the Zoroastr ians, the Brahmans, the 
Buddhists, the Skals o f  Scandinavia and the Druids. Eventual ly, the doc t r i ne  was taught by C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
Chr i s t  exempl i f ied it, by h i s  own resurrect ion,  t o  h i s  d i sc ip les  and the  Chr i s t i an  church echoes T t ,  t o  
t h i s  day, t o  reach men t h a t  they can experience a new l i f e  and r e b i r t h  through f a i t h  i n  God. Every Mason 
has passed through the conscious experience o f  being ra ised from a dead l e v e l  t o  a l i v i n g  perpendfcular, 
the knowledge of immor ta l i t y  whi le  being mortal .  

encyclopaedia B r i t ann ica  l i s t s  EASTER as " the most joyous o f  C h r i s t i a n  fes t i va l s ,  observed 

The f a i t h  i n  a resurrect ion t o  fu tu re  l i f e  i n  inherent  i n  the phi losophy of 

The Master Mason knows o f  Easter! 

Robert E. Juthner 
Deputy Grand Master. 



GRAND LODGE OF ALBERTA BULLETIN 

The Grand Lodge B u l l e t i n  i s  publ ished by the  
Grand Lodge o f  Alberta on each month of the year 
excepting J u l y  and August. 

Ma i l i ng  Address: 
330 - 12 Avenue S.W., Calgary, Alberta, T2R OH2 

Republication approval i s  granted t o  a l l  o the r  
Ju r i sd i c t i ons  but p r i n ted  acknowledgement of the 
source i s  requested. 

QUESTION OF THE IoIITH 

I n  Masonry we hear of the indented tassel ,  the 
indented ta rsa l ,  the tesselated pavement and the 
indented border. I n  addi t ion,  we see p i c tu res  of 
Masonic carpets w i th  tasseled cords around the 
edge. Do a l l  these references r e f e r  t o  the same 
th ing? 

ANSWER TO QUESTION OF THE MWH 

The answer t o  the quest ion o f  the month fo r  
February re la tes  t o  the o r i g i n  o f  the fou r  i tems 
the Golden Fleece, the Roman Eagle and the S t a r  
o r  Garter. 

The Golden Fleece i s  an Order from Spain and 
Austr ia.  It was founded by Ph i l i p ,  Duke of Bur- 
gundy i n  1429 ( the year t h a t  Jeanne d'Arc became 
leader of the French Army). 

The Roman Eagle i s  ou t  of place because i t  i s  not  
an Order but ra the r  the symbol of Rome's might 
and power, and was ca r r i ed  as an ensign i n t o  
b a t t l e  from approximately 100 B.C. 

The Order o f  the S t a r  was establ ished by John I 1  
of France ( the Good Fellow) i n  1351 and was re-  
placed by the Order of S t .  Michael i n  1469. 

The Order o f  the Garter was establ ished by Edward 
111 of England i n  1349. 

onwards. 

* * * * *  

An a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "The Badge of a Mason" has 
j u s t  been published i n  "Royal Arch Mason" Winter 
Ed i t i on  1986, p238. We thank W.Bro. Erick-Mulder 
of Cor inthian Lodge No. 22 for  not ing t h i s  r e f e r -  
ence f o r  those who would l i k e  more information. 

WE OF THE m m  

When i t  i s  not  necessary t o  change, i t  i s  neces- 
sary not  t o  change. 

Lucius Cary, Viscount Falkland (1610-1643) 

ATTENTION ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS 

The OCO '88 Committee requi res photographers. If 
you are in terested i n  helping i n  t h i s  endeavour 
please phone V.W.Bro. B i l l  Brown a t  252-7193. You 
must submit your name no l a t e r  than June 15 1987. 

FROH AFAR 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the Grand Lodge of 
Miss iss ipp i  s ta tes :  
"Whisky: the making, s e l l i n g  o r  h a b i t u a l l y  buy- 
i n g  i s  unlawful, and i l l i c i t  drugs are 
prohibi ted.  Subordinate Lodge s h a l l  not  
i n i t i a t e ,  pass o r  r a i s e  any candidate, nor admit 
t o  o r  r e t a i n  i n  membership any Mason, engaged, as 
p r inc ipa l  o r  employee, as a saloonkeeper, nor one 
who makes, s e l l s ,  o r  h a b i t u a l l y  buys whisky...'' 

Pr in ted i n  The V i c t o r i a n  Mason, Summer 1986. 

* * * * *  

A Time For P la in  Speaking 
State o f  The Craft  

On September 17, 1981 Past Grand Master, Brother 
Larry  R. Turner o f  Idaho, stated the fo l lowing 
i n  h i s  State o f  the C r a f t  message: 

""While I do n o t  espouse the idea proclaimed by 
some t h a t  Freemasonry w i l l  d i e  w i t h  t h i s  
generation I am convinced t h a t  unless we meet the 
issues head on many of our Lodge w i l l  become 
casual t ies i n  the next few years and our losses 
w i l l  become even greater." 

That was exac t l y  f i v e  years and one day ago. 

So how wel l  have we done since then? How have we 
dea l t  w i t h  issues set  f o r th  i n  t h a t  message? 
Some issues mentioned were: apathy, l ack  Of  
p r i de  and leadership o f  o f f i c e r s ,  and disregard 
for  our own laws and p r inc ip les .  It was noted 
t-hen t h a t  e igh ty  percent o f  our lodges were meet- 
i n g  the chal lenges and were progressing, but a lso 
tha t  "The f i n a l  ten percent o f  the lodges are 
near death but refuse t o  admit it." 

Today I am going t o  be more d i r e c t ,  more 
speci f ic ,  and more pess imis t ic  because there has 
been no improvement over f i v e  years ago. I n  
fact, the State of the C r a f t  i s  worse." 

Proceedings Grand Lodge o f  Idaho, 1986. 

MA!SONIC SPRING YORlLCHOP 

It has been stated t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  knowledge 
o f  h i s t o r y  spans h i s  accumulated reading. One 
who has not  read, on l y  has a grasp o f  h i s t o r y  as 
f a r  as h i s  own i n d i v i d u a l  experiences. 

The Masonic Spring Workshop Bookstore i s  set  up 
t o  a l low you t o  f i n d  many books which can add t o  
your knowledge of h i s to ry ,  the craf t ,  the symbols 
and the du t i es  of o f f icers .  There i s  much more 
besides t o  i n t e r e s t  Masons, from those recen t l y  
raised t o  the most experienced. 

Many new books have been ordered f o r  your reading 
enjoyment and t o  he lp i n  the search for  
knowledge. Spend t ime i n  the Bookstore and 
broaden your knowledge o f  the Craf t .  

Bro. Gordon Coburn, Bookstore Coordinator. 



W i l l  t h i s  Minnesota idea work? 

ARE YOU 'WSTY. ON YOUR MSOHRY? 

Coming soon. i n  Minnesota, i s  something c a l l e d  
"The Dusty Square and Compass" degree. 

L ike Masons i n  most p a r t s  o f  the country, inc lud-  
i n g  Alberta, the Minnesotans bel ieve there are a 
l o t  of brothers ou t  there who haven't attended 
lodge for  years... and don' t  even th ink  about 
at tending because t h e y ' r e  a f r a i d  o f  being embar- 
rassed a t  the door. 

It happens here too. "I  t h i n k  I ' v e  forgot ten a l l  
the words," a dues-paying Albertan admitted the 
other  day. 

The "Dusty" degree, being developed i n  Minnesota, 

"I don ' t  t h i n k  I could get i n . "  

MILBAG 

The brethren who l i v e  i n  the r u r a l  communities 
w i l l  appreciate the fo l lowing.  Those who v i s i t  
from the c i t i e s  w i l l  share the sentiments 
expressed i n  the l a s t  l i n e .  

"You know you are i n  a small town when: 
The runway o f  the a i r p o r t  i s  terraced. 
The polka i s  more popular than disco on Satur- 

Thi rd  s t r e e t  i s  on the edge o f  town. 
Every spor t  i s  played on d i r t .  
The e d i t o r  and publ isher  o f  the newspaper 

ca r r i es  a camera a t  a l l  times. 
You don ' t  use your t u r n  s ignal  because every- 

one knows which d i r e c t i o n  you are going. 
You are born on June 13 and your fami ly re- 

ceived g i f t s  from the l o c a l  merchants be- 
cause you are the f i r s t  baby of the year. 

You speak t o  each dog you pass by name, and he 
wags a t  you by name. 

You d i a l  a wrong number and t a l k  f o r  15 minut- 
es anyway. 

You are run o f f  Main St reet  by a combine. 
You c a n ' t  walk fo r  exercise because every car 

t h a t  passes o f f e r s  you a r i de .  
You get marr ied and the l o c a l  paper devotes a 

quarter page t o  the s tory .  
You d r i v e  i n t o  the d i t c h  f i v e  mi les ou t  o f  

town and the word get back before you do. 
The biggest business i n  town s e l l s  farm 

machinery. 
You w r i t e  a cheque on the wrong bank and i t  

covers f o r  you. 
Pickup t rucks on Main Street  outnumber cars 

three t o  one. 
You miss a Sunday a t  church and receive 

get-wel l  cards. 
Someone asks how you fee l ,  then l i s t e n s  t o  

what you have t o  say. 

day n ight .  

w i t h  Grand Lodge support, apparently eases t h a t  
k ind o f  problem. 

No spec i f i cs  have been released so far ,  but  the 
Minnesota program obviously i s  aimed a t  
reawakening, i n  a man "dusty" about h i s  Masonry, 
the proper ways t o  i d e n t i f y  himself.  

W i l l  
some Masons back t o  lodge i n  Minnesota? 

Would a s i m i l a r  idea work i n  Alberta? 

T e l l  us what you think... for publ icat ion.  Wri te 
maybe 150 words and send them t o  the Edi tor .  

Adapted from the Oregon Masonic News. Dec '1986. 

"The Dusty Square and Compass" degree b r i n g  

A RECORD ATKIIDAWCE PATKRII 

D i s t r i c t  No. 5 has invest igated the attendance 
pat tern of i t s  Past Masters and R.W.Bro. 
Brandigan DDGM gave honorable mention t o  the 
fo l lowing Past Masters f o r  except ional  
attendance. 

W.Bro. C. Johnson has attended 468 meetings 
( l e f t ) ,  W.Bro. J. Hare has attended 453 meetings 
(centre) and W.Bro. 1. Young has attended 442 
meetings ( r i g h t ) .  This i s  exceptional recorded 
attendance and we congratulate these and a l l  
Brethren who f a i t h f u l l y  support t h e i r  lodges. 

THANK GOD fo r  small towns and the people who 
l i v e  i n  them. 

Author unknown. 
Submitted by W. Bro. Bob Sharp Concord Lodge No. 
124 

FACT OR FICTION 

The alchemists who were ac t i ve  from e a r l y  Chr is t -  
i a n  times u n t i l  about 1700 were possessed o f  a 
constant des i re  t o  convert base metals i n t o  gold. 
Alchemy was associated w i t h  many r e l i g i o u s  be- 
l i e f s  and i t  was bel ieved t h a t  the techniques 
used t o  make gold were symbol ical ly r e l a t e d  t o  
death, corrupt ion,  regeneration and resurrect ion.  
Alchemy and ast ro logy became c lose ly  l i n k e d  be- 
cause i t  was thought t h a t  each heavenly body 
represented and con t ro l l ed  a c e r t a i n  metal. The 
sun was thought t o  represent gold and the symbol 
i n  alchemy f o r  the sun was a p o i n t  w i t h i n  a 
c i r c l e .  The L a t i n  word for  "sun" i s  sol ,  p a r t  of 
a name wel l  known i n  Masonry. 

The o r i  i n s  of the c r a f t  may be obscured by time 
but mos! i n t e r e s t i n g  l i n k s  w i t h  the ancients 
pervade a l l  we do today. 
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RECOGNITION 

Brother Joseph Chase was honored on the occasion 
of h i s  100th b i r t hday  by a pa r t y  held on Sunday, 
February 8th, 1987, a t  the Bethany Care Centre, 
and attended by a large gather ing o f  h i s  f r iends.  
Brother Chase was born February lo th ,  1887 a t  W. 
Bromwich. S t a f f . ,  England. He continues t o  enjoy 
good health, as shown by h i s  recent t r i p  t o  
Hawaii. 

Per fect ion Lodge No. 9 granted l i f e  membership 
t o  Brother Chase i n  1972. His  l i f e - l o n g  i n t e r e s t  
has been music, and he has generously contr ibuted 
his t ime and t a l e n t  as organis t  f o r  Per fect ion 
Lodge No. 9 f o r  many years, as wel l  as ho ld ing 
t h i s  o f f ice i n  a number of o ther  lodges i n  the 
Calgary area. He was a member of Central Uni ted 
Church Choir, Calgary, f o r  44 years, having the 
reputat ion o f  being an exce l l en t  sight-reader, a 
great asset t o  any choi r .  

The Lodges were pleased t o  make a presentat ion t o  
Brother Chase t o  mark t h i s  auspicious occasion, 
f o r  which he expressed h i s  thanks, e x h i b i t i n g  a 
most vigorous demeanor for  a man o f  100 years. 

Congrafulations are extended t o  you, Brother 
Chase on having a t ta ined  the grand age o f  100 
years! Thanks are a l so  extended t o  you fo r  so 
many of those years spent i n  f a i t h f u l  service t o  
your lodge and community. 

. FlIon THE WOTICES 

There i s  a French proverb which says- 

"He who makes no mistakes makes nothing else," 

You w i l l  no t i ce  t h a t  those who are most c r i t i c i s -  
ed are near l y  always those who are doing the 
most. And of course they make mistakes. As the 
Proverb says, the on ly  ones who make no e r r o r s  o f  
judgement are those who s i t  a t  home o r  watch out 
o f  the windows t o  c r i t i c i s e .  

R.W.Bro. H.J. M i l l e r ,  WM, Carsta i rs  Lodge No. 20. 

FROM THE WTICES 

Oxar Brothxr, 

Xvxn though my t y p x w r i t x r  i s  an o l d  modxl. i t  
works q u i t x  w x l l  xxcxpt f o r  onx kxy. I havx 
wishxd many t imxs t h a t  i t  workxd p x r f x c t l y .  It 
i s  t r u x  t h a t  t h x r x  a r x  for ty-onx kxys t h a t  func- 
t i o n  w x l l  xnough, but  j u s t  onx kxy makxs a r x a l  
d l f fx rxncx.  

Thxrx a rx  t imxs whxn our organizat ion i s  somxwhat 
l i k x  my t y p x w r i t x r  - not  a l l  t h x  pxoplx a rx  work- 
i n g  propxr ly.  You may say t o  you rsx l f  "Wxll, onx 
pxrson won't makx or  brxak thx  organizat ion",  but  
i t  doxs makx a d i f f x r xncx .  Thx rxason i s  t h a t  
any group, t o  bx xf fxct ivx,  nxxds t h x  a c t i v x  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  xvxry mxmbxr. 

So thx  nxxt  t imx  t h a t  you t h i n k  you x f f o r t s  a rx  
not nxxdxd, j u s t  rxmxmbxr my t y p x w r i t x r  and say 
t o  yoursxl f ,  I am a kxy pxrson i n  my 
organization, and I ' m  nxxdxd vxry much. 

Yours f r a t x r n a l l y ,  

W.N. Love, P.G.M., Worshipful Master, FIAT LUX 
Lodge of Research, No. 1980. 

QUOTATION OF THE II)IITH 

It i s  w i th  our passions as i t  i s  w i t h  f i r e  and 
water, they are good servants, but  bad masters. 

Aesop's Fables, No. 38, Ref lect ion 
S i r  Roger L'Estrange 1616-1704. 

HOLY MIS 

This issue contains a Chr i s t i an  message. This  
greet ing has been w r f t t e n  by our present Senior 
Grand Warden. There are Brethren o f  o the r  f a i t h s  
who have s i g n i f i c a n t  ho l y  days and we would wel- 
come a r t i c l e s  exp la in ing  these days and t h e i r  i m -  
portance. Such a r t i c l e s  should be sent t o  the 
Ed i to r  a t  l e a s t  t h ree  months before the actual  
date o f  the special  date. 

BURSARY APPLICATIONS 

A p r i l  30. 1987 i s  the l a s t  day for  the Masonic 
Higher Education Bursary appl icat ions,  f o r  the 
1988 school year. 

I f  you would l i k e  an app l i ca t i on  f o r  a family 
member o r  some o the r  worthy student please phone 
the Grand Lodge Off ice a t  262-1140 o r  p i c k  one up 
a t  330 - 12th Avenue S.W., Calgary. The dead 
l i n e  i s  s t r i c t l y  held. 

The appl icant  need not  have any Masonic 
a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  apply. Need i s  the main 
requirement. 


